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To All at Half Hollow 
Hills High School East:

I truly cannot thank you each 
enough for making my high school 
experience incredible. The lessons 
I’ve learned from my teachers and 
peers have extended far past the 
classroom, and I can sincerely say 
that the time I spent at High School 
East has transformed me into a 
more mature and better person. 
It seems like just yesterday I was the 
“new kid” in high school. I came to 
the school knowing perhaps a mere 
fi ve kids, but I quickly learned just 
how open and inviting the Half 
Hollow Hills community really is. 
I had always expected that the tran-
sition from a small private school 
in which two grades could easily 
fi t on a school bus to HSE would 
be diffi cult, but I quickly found 
many things that I enjoyed about 
the school. Thanks to my peers 
and teachers, I quickly became ac-
customed to the school, and learned 
to love almost every moment of it. 

As I think back on the four years 
I’ve spent in Half Hollow Hills High 
School East, I tend not to think of 
(or remember…
sorry…) some 
of the lessons 
I’ve learned in the 

classroom as much as the ones I 
have learned elsewhere. The most 
important lesson I have recently 
learned, however, is that we all 
have much more in common than 
I had ever expected. There are 
undoubtedly cliques and groups 
within every school (even within 
my previous 32 person grade), but, 
especially this year, I have noticed 
that they mean very little in deter-
mining who you have a lot in com-
mon with. Everyday, even within 
my own group of friends, I am 
surprised to fi nd more that we 
share- whether it be interests 
in music, outlooks on life, etc. 
The past four years, and all who 
have been a part of them, have 
helped defi ne who I am, and I am 
extremely grateful for all of you. 
Although it will be diffi cult saying 
goodbye to the place we have all 
called home for the past four years, 
the people we have greeted daily in 
the halls, and the spicy chicken, new 
opportunities await us. As students 
in Half Hollow Hills, we have been 
fortunate enough to 

be exposed to a wonderful 
network of advisors, teachers, 
and students; and as adults, 
it now becomes our respon-
sibility to exercise the gifts 
we have been granted. 
The Class of 2011, as 
does the younger grades, 
holds tremendous poten-
tial, and I cannot wait to 
see what you each do. 

As I look back on my four long  
years at High School East I cannot 
be thankful enough for the unique 
skills, valuable knowledge and 
long-lived friendships I have found 
at this school. When I entered the 
building as a little freshman, I had 
no  solid group of friends or  any 
idea of what I would make of my 

In my freshman 
year I was ran-
domly assigned to 
a Journalism class 
full of complete 
strangers. At fi rst, I  
was certain this class 
would be the worst. 

Little did I know that come spring 
semester I signed up for the class a 
second time. By the end of the year, 
I formed a strong bond between 
Mrs. Fluger, the newspaper advisor, 
and  the former editor-in-chief Sta-
cy Greenberg. Myself along with 
another freshman Monika soon be-
came knowledgeable at creating the 
newspaper both on paper and on the 
computer. We were both in disbelief 
when we were named co editor-in-
chiefs as rising sophomores, a job 

typically reserved for seniors. 

Over the next 
three years Monika and I have  
brought more creativity, personal-
ity and trendy design into the paper 
making it become well perceived 
by the student population. Despite 
Mrs. Fluger’s retirement and the 
end of the journalism class, and 
thanks to the generous help from 
Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Dalton, the 
newspaper has continued to be a 
success especially with the new 
addition of color images and posi-
tive feedback by administrators 
and  superintendant Dr. Karnilow. 

In addition to the newspaper 
club,  my time was shared with 
many charitable events and projects 
through student government and 
architecture club. These clubs have 
taught me the importance of giv-
ing back. As I head down to New 

Or-
leans next year 

I hope to  continue  
volunteering  in  proj-

ects aiding the Hur-
ricane Katrina relief. 

If it were not for the 
people inside  High School 
East, I could not have had 

such a positive and rewarding 
experience. Over the years I have 
had the pleasure of encountering 
teachers who I have never seen 
care so much about their students 
and the learning environment. I 
cannot forget to mention the amaz-
ing administration and staff at this 
school. Along with Dr. Woodber-
ry’s motto “Respect, Responsibil-
ity, and Excellence”, High School 
East staff has successfully provided 
a positive, safe and secure envi-
ronment for students to succeed. 

Finally, I must  recognize the  
Class of 2011.  I have known many 
of the students since my early days 
in Chestnut Hill.  I have been in-
fl uenced by so many individuals 
in my grade whether or not we 
are friends. After four homecom-
ings, competition nights and other 
school events, I have never met a 
class with such spirit, personality 
and vigor. It is sad to say goodbye 
but I leave fully  prepared and ea-
ger for a new future.  Farewell 
High School East! It’s been real.
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Kevin O’Reilly
Editor-in-Chief
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Songs for a
New World
Nathaniel Schwartz

Staff Writer

This year’s student pro-
duced musical is entitled 
Songs for a New World. The 
show is a one of a kind perfor-
mance, with a combination of 
a song cycle and a traditional 
musical. It was originally an 
off-Broadway production that 
ran for 28 performances at the 
WPA Theater in New York 
City in 1995.  It contains no 
dialogue; there is only singing 

and dancing by the talented 
cast. The show is directed by 
Leah Kugler, with Zach Za-
dek as the musical director, 
and supported by a number 
of other student leaders, tak-
ing roles such as choreogra-
pher, stage manager, pit or-
chestra conductor and more. 
The show will be run Friday 
June 10th and Saturday June 
11th at 8:00pm.  Songs for a 
New World, written by Jason 
Robert Brown, is sure to be a 
wonderful production.

 Farewell
Mrs. Carpenter

Michael Choi
Staff Writer

Mrs. Carpenter is a health 
and physical education teacher 
at Half Hollow Hills East. She 
has been the fi rm support for 
the physical education depart-
ment for many years, and she 
commends the entire depart-
ment for its excellence in shap-
ing students to become more 
fi t and energetic. Mrs. Carpen-
ter has also been a teacher for 
health, a mandatory half-year 
course for all Hills East stu-
dents. She has been successful 
in instructing the teenage stu-
dents in the dangers of harmful 
substances that might seduce  
feeble minds, such as marijua-
na, tobacco, alcohol and many 
more. Personally, I have taken 
Mrs. Carpenter’s health class, 
and it was extremely helpful 
in providing me with the ac-
curate knowledge of drugs and 
possible ailments that could be 
avoided with prudence.

Mrs. Carpenter has 
been a teacher for 
32 years now, with 
her career beginning at 
Manhasset High School. As 

Live, Laugh,
Junior Prom
Victoria Sulenski  

Staff Writer

Junior Prom. The Friday 
night everyone waits for. A 
special day to get our 
hair and nails done, 
maybe get a nice 
haircut, and dedi-
cate a night to our-
selves and the peo-
ple we’ve grown 
with through the 
years. A night 
filled with lots 
of laughs, plenty 
of pictures, and 
non-stop danc-
ing. This was a 
day everyone 
wanted to re-
member and 
look back on 
with a smile 
on their face 
and a memory 
in their heart. 
I was quite 
aware of this 
when I looked around that 
evening as everyone began 
arriving at Hills East look-
ing classy and dressed to 
impress. I could feel the 
anxiety throughout the 
school as we all craved 
for the night to begin. The 
outing was well worth the 
20-minute ride, and al-
though the buses arrived 
late, the juniors took ad-
vantage of the rest of the 
night! The prom was held 
at Villa Lombardi’s in 
Holbrook, where over one 
hundred juniors came out 
to join in the fun. The res-
taurant was beautiful and 
the DJ knew what to play 
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hair and nails done, 
maybe get a nice 
haircut, and dedi-
cate a night to our-
selves and the peo-
ple we’ve grown 
with through the 
years. A night 
filled with lots 
of laughs, plenty 
of pictures, and 
non-stop danc-
ing. This was a 
day everyone 
wanted to re-

when I looked around that 
evening as everyone began 
arriving at Hills East look-

to keep everybody on the 
dance floor. Girls and guys 
mingled, sipped on yummy 
mocktails, like pina cola-
das and strawberry daiqui-

ris, danced when their 

favorite songs 
came on and got to eat 
some good food. By the 
end of the night, four hours 
seemed to have passed 
too quickly, but luckily, 
many incredible memories 
were made. Anyone with 
a Facebook page knows 
this as photos of pre-prom 
gatherings flooded every-
one’s newsfeed the next 
day. The photo booth at 
the outing captured some 
of these moments as well. 
There was always a line of 
smiling students waiting 
to get their night docu-
mented; these pictures are 

a 

trea-
sure they can keep to re-
member the friends and 
fun they had that night. Al-
though the night was a bit 
costly, hopefully next year 
more juniors will attend 
and make it more of a night 
to remember. I am glad to 
have the memories to look 
back on, and I am sure that 
every junior found that 
night to be a great way to 
celebrate their year of hard 
work and effort coming to 
an end. It’s just the begin-
ning of our next chapter as 
seniors!

a teacher with a long history 
at Half Hollow Hills East, she 
has attended numerous sport-
ing events, as well as many 
other events sponsored by the 
school. Among those that she 
has attended, “Relay for Life” 
was her favorite because of its 
good cause. For the students 
and teachers continuing their 
journeys of learning and teach-
ing at Hills East, Mrs. Car-
penter has this to say: “Enjoy 
everyday because life goes so 
fast.”

Thank you Mrs. Carpen-
ter for all you’ve done during 
your tenure at Hills East.  Stu-
dents and staff alike will miss 
you.  The Thunderbird staff 
wishes you all the best that life 
has to offer as you begin your 
newest journey!

There comes a time when 
every great leader retires. This 
particular retirement, however, 
is held at a different level than 
all others. Superintendent 
Sheldon Karnilow is due to 
retire at the end of this school 
year, ending his ten-year term 
in Half Hollow Hills. I had the 
privilege to interview him and 
get his last thoughts on his 
career before his retirement.
Thunderbird: How would 
you describe your experience?
Dr. Karnilow: Completely 
positive. Being able to have a 
vision and make it possible is 
the most rewarding aspect of 
my career.
Thunderbird: What 
dramatic changes did the 
district experience during 
your term?
Dr. Karnilow: A dramatic 
improvement is the quality 
of teaching, the curriculum, 
and a tremendous sense 
of collaboration between 
stakeholder groups i.e. 
administrators.
Thunderbird: Are there any 
decisions you made that stood 

out? And if so, what 

was it?
Dr. Karnilow: The fact that 
I hired 80% of our teachers 
and 95% of our administrators 
is defi nitely an effect of my 
decisions.
Thunderbird: What do you 
plan on doing after your 

retirement?
Dr. Karnilow: I will defi nitely 
spend more time traveling 
and spending time with my 
grandchildren. I will also work 
for local universities.
Thunderbird: Are there any 
decisions you regret?
Dr. Karnilow: Yes, on occasion 

I gave into an administrator 
because of my respect, rather 
than listening to my gut feeling.
Thunderbird: What will you 
miss most?
Dr. Karnilow: Without 
question, the people and the 
challenge. What I like most is 
that I can make real change, 
and you never know what is 
going to happen.
Thunderbird: How much will 
your golf game improve after 
retirement?
Dr. Karnilow: Dramatically, 
because it’s pretty bad now 
(laughs).
Thunderbird: Lastly, 
summarize your experience in 
three words.
Dr. Karnilow: Quite a ride!

And with that we say goodbye 
to a great leader, mentor and 
friend to all members of the 
Half Hollow Hills community. 
Dr. Karnilow leaves behind an 
unprecedented legacy, as well 
as big shoes for his successor 
to fi ll. On behalf of the entire 
Thunderbird staff, we wish 
Dr. Karnilow happiness and 
success in his post-retirement 
life. We will forever appreciate 
the examples of respect and 
leadership that he has provided 
for us and will be sure to carry 

After a 43 Years as an Educator, 
Dr. Karnilow Retires
Ben Noskin

Staff Writer
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friend to all members of the 
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Dr. Karnilow leaves behind an 
unprecedented legacy, as well 
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Mr. D’Agostino Drives On! 

Mr. D’Agostino is an en-
thusiastic teacher responsible 
for the driver’s education of 
Hills East students. He has a 
favorable reputation among 
the students because of his 
good-natured and easygoing 
regulation of the classroom at-
mosphere. I had the opportu-
nity to visit Mr. D’Agostino in 
his room where he was about 
to show his students a video 
about the increasing dangers 
of drunk driving. As I waited 
for him to be available for a 
quick interview, I was im-
pressed by how he called the 
attendance of the class, not by 
their names but by his system 
of silly nicknames. After the 
attendance, he got down to 
the serious business in which 
he warned his students of the 
possible dangers that might 

occur on the road if the driver 
does not pay attention.

Mr. D’Agostino has been 
a teacher in the Hills District 
for 37 long years, working 
in many schools and teach-
ing many students in various 
age groups. His career began 
when he was only 23 years 
old at Candlewood Middle 
School where he taught the in-
dustrial arts. Mr. D’Agostino’s 
wide-ranging teaching career 
includes Health, Science, 
Keyboarding and Driver’s 
Education. He really relishes 
every moment that he’s spent 
teaching. His main stimulus 
is just the delight of being 
around “wonderful kids and 
families.” He says that being 
around the kids keeps him 
young and watching them 
grow up is a gift. 

So, what caused him to de-
cide to retire? It is because of 

a promise that he had made 
with his past students.

The last group of third 
graders he taught is graduat-
ing at the end of this year. 
Mr. D’Agostino, being the 
attached teacher that he is, 
promised his students that 
when they graduated from 
high school, he would “gradu-
ate” from teaching as well.  

After retiring, he looks for-
ward to living life that is not 
confi ned in forty-minute peri-
ods. Also, he plans on travel-
ing throughout the southern 
hemisphere to fi nish his pro-
longed journey of traveling 
around the world.

Mr. D’Agostino has been an 
integral part of the Hills com-
munity and will be missed by 
students and staff both past 
and present. The Thunderbird 
staff wishes him the best in all 
of his future endeavors.  

Ms. Corazón Takes a Shot at Retiring
Michael Choi

Staff Writer

Ms. Corazón is an avid 
photography teacher at Half 
Hollow Hills East. She had 
been the only teacher for the 
photography program at Hills 
East until recently when Mrs. 
Uttendorfer, a fellow art teach-
er, started assisting in teach-
ing photography. The 31 long 
years of teaching the art of 
photography was not without 
its merits and self-fulfi llment 
for Ms. Corazón because this 
job gave her the opportunity 
to satiate two of her three main 
passions in life: photography 
and teaching. The third pas-
sion is rock and roll.  Don’t 
worry; there will be more on 

that later.
After school one day I had 

the opportunity to interview 
Ms. Corazón at her art studio, 
which is, for the most part, 
thick with the pungent scent 
of the developer. Unlike the 
other times when the class 
is overfl owing with aspiring 
young photographers creating 
shot after shot of works that 
express their aesthetic visions, 
the room was vacant, which 
provided us with an ideal in-
terviewing environment. 

Ms. Corazón’s contributions 
to both the art department and 
the photography program of 
Hills East were tremendous 
in that she built upon what 
used to be six photo students 
and evolved that to a well-

functioning photography cur-
riculum with six sections. Her 
endless passion and interest 
for the fi eld has been evident 
since her very early child-
hood. Before we began, Ms. 
Corazón showed me a couple 
of pictures of herself as a little 
girl wearing a camera, a gift 
from her father, around her 
neck. She reminisced on how 
she always carried that camera 
with her everywhere, wanting 
to capture every detail of life 
that intrigued her. 

As a young adult, Ms. 
Corazón was a free-spirited 
rock and roll photographer, 
who held a dual ambition of 
becoming famous with 
her rock 
b a n d , 

“Old School”, and becoming 
a prestigious photographer. 
However, she chose to become 
a teacher because she enjoys 
being around kids. Starting 
out teaching photography, 
Ms. Corazón was a “young 
rock and roll art teacher” who 
would casually, and very of-
ten, sing to her students. Many 
of her past students still keep 
in contact with the jolly art 
teacher mainly because of the 
impact she had on them. 

Throughout the interview, 
Ms. Corazón was moving 
around trying to show me 
pictures of various highlights 
of her teaching career. When 

asked if there were any 
memorable events 
during her time at 
Hills East, she traced 
back to a time when 
she and one of her 

past classes went to 
the Pollock House for 

artistic inspiration. There, 
the excited students and teach-
er generated special memories 
walking and breathing where a 
historical abstract expression-
ist painter had once walked 
and breathed. 

When speaking of her re-

the excited students and teach-
er generated special memories 
walking and breathing where a 
historical abstract expression-
ist painter had once walked 
and breathed. 

tirement, Ms. Corazón hinted 
neither signs of reluctance nor 
anxiety because she was defi -
nite that her life after teaching 
would be another chapter in 
which she can return to her 20s 
to relive her past ambitions. As 
mentioned earlier, her two oth-
er ambitions were rock and roll 
and photography. Ms. Corazón 
will travel back to the more 
free-spirited time of her youth 
and rejuvenate her passion for 
both rock & roll and photogra-
phy by exhibiting photographs 
of famous rock & roll singers, 
which she has already submit-
ted for “Off The Record, New 
York Music After Woodstock.” 

For the readers, including 
her photography students, Ms. 
Corazón proclaims: “Wher-
ever you go, go with all your 
heart and don’t forget to bring 
a camera.”

An inspiration to students 
and staff, Ms. Corazón will 
be missed by the Hills com-
munity.  The Thunderbird staff 
wishes her all the best life has 
to offer, and we hope that she 
is able to revisit her passions 
of yesteryear with nothing less 
than true success! 

memorable events 
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Nicole Keilitz
Staff Writer

Abigail Brosnan
Staff Writer

The summer is on its way! 
What do you have planned 
for this year? A family vaca-
tion? Road trip with friends? 
Camp? Are you looking 
for a summer job? A sum-
mer job is defi nitely a great, 
productive way to spend the 
summer! You fi nally have a 
chance to work more adult 
hours and get  better pay! 
You can even have fun while 
you’re doing it. Before you 
solidify any plans you have, 

you should consider applying 
for a job fi rst. The work ex-
perience looks great and can 
help you advance with other 
jobs in the future. One prob-
lem many teens have while 
searching for a job is where 
to apply. Information to fi nd 
when looking for places to 
apply includes: age require-
ment, transportation necessi-
ties, pay, and  hours required. 
Some places you may want 
to look into for the summer 
are Adventureland, any local 
day camp (Driftwood, Park 
Shore, etc.), local grocery 

you should consider applying stores, local movie theatres, 
restaurants, mall stores, de-
partment stores, and even fast 
food places. As long as you 
impress them with a mature 
interview and resume, you’re 
guaranteed a job somewhere! 
Just make sure you fi ll out 
all answers appropriately, as 
well as answer their ques-
tions honestly. For additional 
help fi nding summer jobs, 
visit http://www.employ-
mentguide.com/seasonal_
jobs.html. Be friendly and be 
professional! Good luck and 
have an amazing summer!

It seems we all follow a 
schedule. Every task appears 
easier if we “were meant to 
do it,” but where is that chal-
lenge that we need to feed 
our mind and body? Good 
pressure and breaking away 
from daily routine are big 
steps down the road to self-
improvement. 

A majority of people do 
the same thing day after day. 
Wake up, take a shower, go 
to school, etc. We get so 
caught up in our boring daily 
lives that we forget to see the 
bigger picture. Our bodies 
thrive off of change and ex-
citement. 

Make your choices mat-
ter. Next time you feel your-
self falling into a pattern, 
give yourself a slap in the 
face and fi nd that spark that 
makes you tick. Join a new 
club in school that you know 

nothing about. Find a new 
friend who’s totally different 
than you. Take your bike out 
that’s been sitting there for 
ages. Even ordering some-
thing you’ve never heard of 
at a restaurant can help you 
light that spark. People tend 
to think that breaking from 
daily life is taking an expen-
sive vacation to an exotic is-
land, but really it’s the little 
things that count.

With summer right around 
the corner, you have every 
excuse to make your day 
stand out. Just keep in mind 
that when the next school 
year starts, don’t let yourself 
get caught up in redundancy. 
Join that interesting club that 
you always read about in the 
school newspaper. Do any-
thing it takes to make your 
day shine out from all the 
rest of them. Enjoy this issue 
of the Thunderbird Newspa-
per, and make this your day!

Natalie Haebich
Staff Writer

All of the 
Little Things 

That Count

Every year, the Half Hol-
low Hills community comes 
together to help raise money 
for a cause that hits home 
to over 11,714,000 
people in the Unit-
ed States. Can-
cer is one of the 
leading causes of 
death, and we are 
still looking for a 
cure. Each year, 
the American Can-
cer Society hosts Re-
lay For Life, which 
is an event where the 
community comes 
together and walks 
for people who 
have been af-
fected by cancer 
themselves, have 
lost a loved one due 
to cancer or are just there 
willing to help fi nd a cure! 
This year, Relay For Life took 
place at High School East on 
Sunday, June 5th.  Teams of 
family and friends took turns 

walking or running around the 
track at all times to show that 
cancer NEVER sleeps.

At every Relay For Life, 
no matter where it is held, a 

series of events take 
place. One of these 

events is the Sur-
vivors’ Lap; this 
is a time when 
all people who 
have been person-
ally affected by 

cancer take a lap 
around the track as 

every one celebrates 
some of the victories 
that we have achieved 
to fi ght cancer. All 

money that is 
raised at Relay for 
Life goes directly 
to the American 

Cancer Society, 
which aids in re-

searching cancer and 
helps in fi nding a cure. For 
more information about the 
Half Hollow Hills Relay For 
Life 2011 you can go to : 
www.relayforlife.org.

Speech & Debate
Make it to Nationals

Victoria Sulenski  
Staff Writer

The Speech and Debate 
team has shown their talent 
throughout the year. In partic-
ular, two outstanding competi-
tors continued on to Nationals 
in Washington D.C.! Zakiya 
Williams-Wells and Shreyas 
Havaldar traveled to our na-
tion’s capitol and showed of 
their skills. Shreyas was in 
an event called extempora-
neous speaking. For all the 
non-Debaters scratching their 
heads right now this competi-
tion required Shreyas to pre-
pare a seven minute response 
speech in half an hour and 
then recite for the judges. In 
doing so, Shreyas made it to 
the top 100 in his category! 
Zakiya Williams put forth 
her best effort as well. She 
competed in declamation, 
memorized and recited a 
speech with enough emo-
tion to impress the judges, 
and broke to Octo fi nals. 
This means that out of 
over 100 students, Za-
kiya was one of the few 
48 who would continue 

to compete and move further 
on in the competition. Zakiya 
ranked 43rd in the nation! 
She did very well, but unfor-
tunately her voice was com-
pletely gone by the time she 
had to compete, and therefore, 
she could no longer partici-
pate. Despite what occurred 
that weekend, both Shreyas 
and Zakiya were outstanding 
in their effort and achieve-
ment, and High School East 
is very proud of them. Going 
to Nationals was an amazing 
experience for this pair; they 
did well that weekend, met 

new people, tried new 

food and toured our nation’s 
capitol! Zakiya had the “time 
of her life.” After speaking 
with various members of the 
team, I’ve learned of the pride 
they have for one another’s 
success and of how great ev-
eryone did this year. In order 
to go to nationals, Speech and 
Debate members fund raised 
1,000 dollars for the two shin-
ing individuals! Next year, the 
team hopes to do just as well 
and even better as new leaders 
are being chosen and the team 
prepares itself for every chal-
lenge they receive. Congratu-
lations on a great year, Speech 

and Debate team!
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On a sunny spring day in the 
High School East courtyard, the 
Architecture Club held a beauti-
ful memorial service 
in memory of one of 
HSE’s own, Matthew 
Scarpati. As a tribute 
to one of Mrs. Mead’s 
unforgettable students, 
the Architecture Club 
designed and built a 
stunning Memorial 
Bench which is now 
placed in the courtyard 
for all to view in re-
membrance. 

Several years ago, 
Matthew Scarpati was 
in Mrs. Mead’s Design 
and Production class. 
A bright student and 
full of life, he was also 
an avid biker, which 
could be seen in the 
designs of his art proj-
ects. He was always 
trying to incorporate 
the bicycle into his 
designs, Mrs. Mead re-
members, but he could 
never really get it. So, 
nearly two years after 
the tragic biking acci-
dent in which Matthew was hit 
by a drunken motorcyclist, “we 
[the Architecture Club] did it for 

him.” 
The principal Architecture 

designers of the memorial struc-
ture selected to incorporate bi-
cycle elements on a settee-style 

bench. Once the design was fi -
nalized, the entire club worked 
together assiduously to build 

The Matthew Scarpati 
Memorial Bench
Connie Long

Staff Writer
the bench out of waterproofed 
plywood, fenceposts, and other 
assorted lumber. The Steck fam-
ily kindly donated the rims that 
were to be cut and fi tted into the 

circular space on the bench. 
On May 21, the memorial 

ceremony was held with the 

Scarpati family and select mem-
bers of the Half Hollow Hills 
community. With the entire Ar-
chitecture Club present, music 
provided by Julia Lerner and 

speeches made by Megan Mc-
Cune and Mrs. Mead, the cere-
mony was not just in tribute to a 

Mrs. Drayer is the library 
media specialist at Half 
Hollow Hills High School 
East. She has been working to 
enrich the experiences of the 
students at the school libraries 
for 21 years in the district, 
with 11 of those years at Hills 
East.  Prior to teaching in Half 
Hollow Hills, Mrs. Drayer was 
actively involved in the PTA. 

As a media specialist, Mrs. 
Drayer assists both students 
and teachers in  getting more 
out of the various programs 
implemented in the school. Her 
greatest accomplishments have 
been aiding the students in doing 
research projects by providing 
them with the necessary 
resources to enhance the quality 
of their projects and sharing 
ideas and technology resources 

with the community librarians 
working across the street. She 
has worked hard to maximize 
the resources open to all of 
HSE for a more intellectually 
stimulating environment.

As a teacher, Mrs. Drayer has 
encountered various memorable 
students. She recollects how 
it was always interesting to 
recognize some students in the 
high school whom she had as 
elementary students. Looking 
back at the long career she had 
teaching, Mrs. Drayer neither 
wants to quickly escape from 
nor return to her time teaching 
at this school. She declares: 
“I didn’t want to leave when I 
got tired of it. I wanted to leave 
during the peak of my career.” 
She is content with the precious 
piece of her life she spent at Half 
Hollow Hills, and she looks 
forward to more adventure 

in the next chapter of her life 
after retirement. Although she 
is going to miss many of the 
faculty members with whom 
she has grown very attached, she 
expects greater fulfi llment in her 
post-Hills East life. She plans 
on spending more time with 
her beautiful granddaughter 
and her family as she intends 
to travel more with the people 
that she loves. As for the 
students and teachers that she 
is leaving behind, she advises 
all to enjoy life and make the 
most out of their careers as 
she has done with her own.

Mrs. Drayer has been a 
prominent member of the 
Hills community for more 
than two decades, and she will 
be greatly missed by all.  The 
Thunderbird staff wishes Mrs. 
Drayer all the best that life 
after retirement has to offer!

Mrs. Drayer Books a Ticket to Retirement
Michael Choi

Staff Writer

remarkable student, but was also 
symbolic of the great lengths 
the Half Hollow Hills commu-
nity will go to demonstrate their 
compassion. The Matthew Scar-

pati Memorial Bench 
is presently placed for 
public viewing in the 
courtyard and will re-
main there to forever 
honor the young stu-
dent. 

For the Archi-
tecture Club, the 
Matthew Scarpati 
Memorial Bench at-
tests to the hours of 
hard-work, the crafts-
manship, and the 
benevolence of the 
group members. “It 
represents who we 
are, our character, and 
morals…” said Mrs. 
Mead. Each year, the 
club gives back to the 
community, includ-
ing such projects like 
building a dollhouse 
for a needy family 
or creating scratch-
ing posts for a local 
animal shelter. The 
memorial bench, 
however, has set the 

precedent for the future of the 
Architecture Club in commu-
nity giving. 
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Abidin, Anthony: UNDECIDED
Acharya, Rucha: St. Johns University
Addae, Michael: Hampton University
Aguilar, Maya:Temple University

Ahmad, Taha: Cornell University
Akerle, Dominic: Carnegie Mellon University
Alah, Keya: COLLEGE
Albright, Alexandra: Pace University
Alesia, Brian: U.S. Marines
Almonte, Alberto: West Virginia University
Almonte, Delba: St. Johns University
Altchiler, Nicole: Ohio State University
Aminzada, Amir:  Stony Brook University
Aqil, Tamara: Bloomsburg Univ. of Pennsylvania
Attner, Daniel: Juniata College

Bacchus, John: Cornell University
Badash, Samara: University of Delaware
Badero, Sinmidele: Johns Hopkins 
University

Baker, Logan: University of Tampa
Barcia, Charles: Farmingdale State College
Batra, Akarsh: Florida State University
Baumgarten, Carly: Pennsylvania State University
Bavaro, Anthony: Binghamton University
Berke, Taylor: Queens College
Berland, Alex: Pennsylvania State University
Bertolino, Travis: Ithaca College
Bevilacqua, Justin: Suffolk Community College
Bhasin, Nalina: Syracuse University
Birnbaum, Luke: Washington College
Birnbaum, Samuel: Washington College
Blesson, Elizabeth: Boston College
Bormann, Kristen: SUNY Geneseo
Bowles, Alexa: SUNY Geneseo
Boyd, William: SUNY Maritime
Braunstein, Kalli: University of Alabama
Brody, Chase: Baruch College
Brower, Kristen: Towson University
Brown, Jamaal: Amer. Musical & Dramatic Acad.
Bui, Elizabeth: Fashion Inst. Design & Merch.
Bulmer, Kimberly: C.W. Post
Byrnes, Cody: Dowling College

Caballero, Manuel: Fordham University
Cadeau, Yannique: Clafl in University
Caen, Samantha: Cornell University
Cain, Kimberly: University of Arizona
Carle, Brian: United States Marine Corps. 

Casanovoa, Jonathan: Mass. Coll. of Health Sci.
Chadrjian, Steven: Buffalo State College
Charles, Shawn: Suffolk Community College
Chin, Andrew: Farmingdale State College
Cho, Grace: Stony Brook University
Choi, Jaeyeon: Syracuse University
Choudhury, Yasir: St. Johns University
Cohen, Jessica: Indiana University - Bloomington
Cohen, Jonathan: University of Michigan
Cohen, Alyssa: West Virginia University
Cohen, Jake: Culinary Institute of America
Corso, Sal: James Madison University
Corso, Christopher: Univ. of Mass.- Amherst
Covello, Samantha: Univ. of Mass.- Amherst

D’Amato, Nicole: SUNY Cortland
Davidson, Matthew: Univ. of Mass.- 
Amherst
Dean, Justin: University at Buffalo

DeBlasio, Matthew: University of Notre Dame
DeGrazia, Michael: Pennsylvania State University
Demakos, Alexandra: University at Buffalo
Dennis, Rachel: Culinary Academy of Long Island
Diamandis, Kathryn: Hofstra University
Dinnerman, William: University at Albany
Dorn, Kevin: SUNY Brockport

Drake, Elise: Maryland Institute College of Art
Dreitlein, Taylor: Pennsylvania State University
Dubato, Joseph: SUNY Cortland
Dukoff, Julie: SUNY Oswego
Dunaisky, Rachel: Northwestern University
Dunaisky, Scott: Northwestern University
Dunne, Stephen: Mercy College
Duran, Katherine: SUNY Cortland
Dux, Ross: University of Miami

Ehrlich, Brandon: Univ. of Southern 
California
Eichholz, Jonathan: Colby College
Elgort, Samantha: Lehigh University

Epstien, Arielle: Ohio State University
Ferrro, Jackie: Adelphi University
Fiore, Debbie: Farmingdale State College
Fitterman, Jordan: University of Florida
Flerx, Jordan: University of Maryland

Fletcher, Katelyn: Cornell University
Floro, Frank: Johnson & Wales University
Frano, Jonathan: University of Florida
Freedman, Alex: Binghamton University
Friedfeld, Lucas: Boston University
Friedman, Daniel: Binghamton University
Gabriel, Nicole: New York University

Gammaluo, Gina: High Point University
Gardner, Erika: UNDECIDED
Garyn, Bradley: University at Buffalo
Geed, Kendall: Binghamton University

Geller, Rachel: University of Wisconsin
Geller, Austin: University of Michigan
George, Jamie: Ohio State University
Geraci, Christopher: West Virginia University
Gerber, Rachel: Cornell University
Geringswald, Marcus: Washington College
Gesuale, Taylor: Syracuse University
Gevirtz, Max: Tulane University
Gewirtz, Beth: Towson University
Giglio, Lee: Marquette University
Gittelman, Paige: Binghamton University
Glasser, Renee: Stony Brook University
Goetz, Alexa: Carnegie Mellon University
Goldberg, Sam: University of Virginia
Golden, Jessica: University of Michigan
Goldsmith, Shameja: Hofstra University
Goldstein, Zach: SUNY Cortland
Gosule, Jared: Indiana University - Bloomington
Gottlieb, Megan: SUNY Potsdam
Green, Bria: Delaware State University
Greenfi eld, Elliot: New York University
Grieco, Michael: SUNY Cortland
Grossman, Andrew: New Eng. Conservatory
Grosso, Stephen: COLLEGE
Grosso, Christine: Lehigh University
Guilaume, Sahmahrah: COLLEGE

Haebich, Monika: University of 
Pennsylvania
Haenel, Ashley: Pace University
Haiken, Rebecca: University of Delaware

Hall-Toney, Kyana: Hampton University
Hamilton, Jessica: Howard University
Hamrah, Zareenah: COLLEGE
Harrington, Ryan: University at Albany
Hauptman, James: SUNY Cobleskill 
Hecht, Gabe: BAND
Henry, Lisa: SUNY New Paltz
Horn, Matthew: Indiana University - Bloomington
Hsu, Ashton: Cornell University
Hunter, Christopher: Mass.  Inst. of Technology
Huynh, Stephanie: Smith College

Iglesias, Prisila: University of Texas at 
Dallas
Isaza, Natalie: Adelphi University

Jablon, Ryan: Univ. of Massachasutts- Amherst
Jack, Tonye: SUNY Geneseo
Jaramillo, Alexandria: Hofstra University
Jerez-Givre, Eliana: James Madison University

Jimenez, Juliandra: University at Buffalo
Johnson, Brian: Mercy College
Johnson, Kayla: University of Tampa
Jurman, Matthew: University at Albany
Just, Melissa: Indiana University - Bloomington

Kahen, Elizabeth: SUNY Cortland
Kantrow, Haley: Pennsylvania State University
Karmel, Rachel: Ithaca College
Kasan, Erica: Pennsylvania State University

Kasan, Brandon: Pennsylvania State University
Kassner, Jamie: University of Maryland
Katims, Rachel: Binghamton University
Kessler, Eric: Vanderbilt University
Kilkonos, Yevgeniya: Suffolk Community College
Kim, Brian: Binghamton University
Koppell, Arielle: Cornell University
Korman, Zachary: University at Buffalo
Krach, Rachel: Suffolk Community College
Kresofsky, Ashley: University of Tampa
Kroez, Shea: Binghamton University
Kugler, Leah: West Virginia University
Kumar, Sachin: University of Tampa
Kur, Mikaela: University of Michigan

Laban, Cara: University of Michigan
Langhamer, Craig: Arizona State University
Laroche, Karl: Farmingdale State College
LaRosa, J. Tyler: Northern Arizona University
Lastihenos, James: Cooper Union

Lau, Cody: Syracuse University
Lee, Michael: Northwestern University
Levin, Jake: University of Massachasutts Amherst
Levine, Casey: SUNY New Paltz
Lewishall, Meleik: United States Air Force
Lipson, Deborah: Pennsylvania State University
Lisi, Jiana: Fashion Institute of Technology
Loughlin, Kelly: University at Buffalo

Mahajan, Anisha: Binghamton University
Malik, Saurabh: Stony Brook University
Markos, Jennifer: Work
Marsh, Dennis: COLLEGE
Martin, Jeremy: Pennsylvania State University

Masood, Nbaa: New York University
Mays, Nathaniel: Mercy College
McCune, Thomas: Cornell University
McCune, Megan: Syracuse University
Mckenzie, Tyler: Syracuse University
McLaughlin, Eric: Stony Brook University
Mene, Elizabeth: Saint Joseph’s University
Mentis, Graham: Binghamton University
Merckling, Robert: Springfi eld College
Meyers, Kelsey: Siena College
Mincone, Stephen: Binghamton University
Mitchell, Tre: United States Armed Forces
Mueller, Brittany: University of Delaware
Munjal, Manisha: Dowling College
Muraco, Steven: University of Miami

Nass, Alexandra: University of Maryland
Nembhard, Sobrina: SUNY Oswego
Nemeth, Alexandra: Tufts University
Newby, James: Farmingdale State College
O’Donnell, Megan: Marymount Manhattan College
O’Reilly, Kevin: Tulane University
O’Shea, Meghan: Saint Thomas Aquinas College

O’Sullivan, Emily: University of North Carolina Charlotte
Oliveri, Nikki: Suffolk Community College
Ordenes, Jenifer: Nassau Community College
Ostuni, Nicole: C.W. Post
Ozen, Leyla: Pace University

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa iiiiiiiiiiiiiii nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn tttttttttttttttttt
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Jablon, Ryan: Univ. of Massachasutts- Amherst
Jack, Tonye: SUNY Geneseo
Jaramillo, Alexandria: Hofstra University
Jerez-Givre, Eliana: James Madison University

Jimenez, Juliandra: University at Buffalo
Johnson, Brian: Mercy College
Johnson, Kayla: University of Tampa
Jurman, Matthew: University at Albany
Just, Melissa: Indiana University - Bloomington

Kahen, Elizabeth: SUNY Cortland
Kantrow, Haley: Pennsylvania State University
Karmel, Rachel: Ithaca College
Kasan, Erica: Pennsylvania State University

Kasan, Brandon: Pennsylvania State University
Kassner, Jamie: University of Maryland
Katims, Rachel: Binghamton University
Kessler, Eric: Vanderbilt University
Kilkonos, Yevgeniya: Suffolk Community College
Kim, Brian: Binghamton University
Koppell, Arielle: Cornell University
Korman, Zachary: University at Buffalo
Krach, Rachel: Suffolk Community College
Kresofsky, Ashley: University of Tampa
Kroez, Shea: Binghamton University
Kugler, Leah: West Virginia University
Kumar, Sachin: University of Tampa
Kur, Mikaela: University of Michigan

Laban, Cara: University of Michigan
Langhamer, Craig: Arizona State University
Laroche, Karl: Farmingdale State College
LaRosa, J. Tyler: Northern Arizona University
Lastihenos, James: Cooper Union

Lau, Cody: Syracuse University
Lee, Michael: Northwestern University
Levin, Jake: University of Massachasutts Amherst
Levine, Casey: SUNY New Paltz
Lewishall, Meleik: United States Air Force
Lipson, Deborah: Pennsylvania State University
Lisi, Jiana: Fashion Institute of Technology
Loughlin, Kelly: University at Buffalo

Mahajan, Anisha: Binghamton University
Malik, Saurabh: Stony Brook University
Markos, Jennifer: Work
Marsh, Dennis: COLLEGE
Martin, Jeremy: Pennsylvania State University

Masood, Nbaa: New York University
Mays, Nathaniel: Mercy College
McCune, Thomas: Cornell University
McCune, Megan: Syracuse University
Mckenzie, Tyler: Syracuse University
McLaughlin, Eric: Stony Brook University
Mene, Elizabeth: Saint Joseph’s University
Mentis, Graham: Binghamton University
Merckling, Robert: Springfi eld College
Meyers, Kelsey: Siena College
Mincone, Stephen: Binghamton University
Mitchell, Tre: United States Armed Forces
Mueller, Brittany: University of Delaware
Munjal, Manisha: Dowling College
Muraco, Steven: University of Miami

Nass, Alexandra: University of Maryland
Nembhard, Sobrina: SUNY Oswego
Nemeth, Alexandra: Tufts University
Newby, James: Farmingdale State College
O’Donnell, Megan: Marymount Manhattan College
O’Reilly, Kevin: Tulane University
O’Shea, Meghan: Saint Thomas Aquinas College

O’Sullivan, Emily: University of North Carolina Charlotte
Oliveri, Nikki: Suffolk Community College
Ordenes, Jenifer: Nassau Community College
Ostuni, Nicole: C.W. Post
Ozen, Leyla: Pace University

Padell, Jamie: University of Michigan
Padover, Bari: University of Michigan
Palumbo, Noel: Binghamton University
Patel, Priya: Binghamton University

Pereira, Willmer: STAYING LOCAL
Persia, Shannon: Pace University
Pesso, Ryan: University at Buffalo
Philippeaux, Anna-Maria: SUNY New Paltz
Pinero, Devon: SUNY Maritime
Pollack, Adam: Indiana University - Bloomington
Poolt, Anna: University of Delaware
Porter, Brandi: Farmingdale State College
Posillico, Anthony: Marist College
Poukamissas, Janelle: St. Johns University
Prato, Jesse: Northeastern University

Rafferty, Courtney: Farmingdale State 
College
Rainer, Stephanie: Farleigh Dickinson 
University

Raio, Joseph: Villanova University
Reddick, Dylan: College and Marine Reserves
Reicher, Ashley: Pennsylvania State University
Repanes, Matthew: Binghamton University
Ripp, Molly: Pennsylvania State University
Rivera, Jonathan: Suffolk Community College
Rocioppi, Joseph: COLLEGE
Rosenberg, Joshua: Ithaca College
Rosenberg, Amanda: University at Albany
Roth, Courtney: Hofstra University
Rubenfeld, Stephanie: C.W. Post
Rubin, Jaime: University at Buffalo
Ruiz, Kevin: Johson & Wales University
Russo, Matthew: Univ. of Mass.- Amherst
Russomanto, Rebecca: Suffolk Comm. College

Sabhnani, Karishma: University of 
Pennsylvania
Safar, Molly: New York University

Salama, Christine: 
Hofstra University
Saltz, Steven: Binghamton 
University
Sambolin, Paul: Binghamton 
University
Sandler, Dylan: Cazenovia College
Santiago, Nissa: University of South 
Florida
Sardis, Justin: Towson University
Scelfo, Peter: Cornell University
Schnapp, Alex: Duke University
Schwartz, Jonathan: Binghamton 
University
Schweitzer, Jake: University of 
Rhode Island
Sekuler, Derek: Univ. of N. Carolina- 
Chapel Hill
Sheiken, Jamila: Suffolk Comm. College
Shen, Daphne: Stony Brook University
Siedman, Evan: University of Miami

Siegel, Ricki: Towson University
Siegel, Jared: Emory University
Siev, Alana: Emory University
Silva, Mario: Tech. Schl. of Auto Body & Collision
Silverberg, Craig: University of Michigan
Silverman, Benjamin: University at Buffalo
Silvestri, Steven: University of Florida
Slater, Mackenzie: Pennsylvania State University
Sonenblum, Zackary: University of Florida
Sorrentino, Sal: Suffolk Community College
Sperin, Lindsay: University of Delaware
Spiegel, Benjamin: Cornell University
Stamp, Keilan: New York Institute of Arts
Stansky, Danielle: Union College
Stauber, Rachel: Ithaca College
Stupore, Christopher: SUNY Oneonta
Sundermier, Michael: University at Buffalo
Tannenbaum, Melissa: Brandeis University
Tannenbaum, Doug: SUNY Oneonta

Teeman, Alexa: Pennsylvania State 
University
Teplitz, Brett: Dartmouth College
Terzi, Nicolas: Suffolk Community College

Thorbjornsen, Mason: SUNY Cortland
Tinsley, Dominique: York College of Pennsylvania
Tobin, Robert: Indiana University - Bloomington
Touhamy, Samir: Cornell University
Townsend, Tatiana: SUNY Delhi
Trene, Maurissa: Nassau Community College
Trubatch, Alec: Suffolk Community College
Truen, Max: Hartford University
Tursonzadah, Naweed: Nassau Comm. College
Vallario, Jessica: Buffalo State College

Victor, Khursheid: University of Colorado 
Bourlder
Vignola , Nicholas: COLLEGE

Von Schmidt, Joe: University at Albany
Ware, William: Binghamton 
University

Wasser, Ashley: Towson 
University
Weiss, Lauren: University 

  of Delaware
Wesnofske, William: Univ. 

o f Mass.- Amherst
Williamson, Matthew: 
Binghamton University
Winter, Michael: University at 
Buffalo
Wooster, Allison: Ithaca College
Yodice, Jesse: University at 
Buffalo
Zadek, Zachary: New York 

University
Zuch, Christopher: 

Nassau 
Community 
College
Zund, Bari: 
University of 

Michigan
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DIX HILLS – Today is 
Thursday, June 2, 2011.  
There are only six more 
days left of school, which 
means that are there are only 
six more days left of my 
high school career, forever.  

This past afternoon, I de-
cided to take an adventure 
through the halls of Hills 
East.  I circled the courtyards, 
strolled past the Guidance 
Offi ce, paid a visit to Mr. Pit-
man’s door, and took a peak 
through the West Gymnasi-
um.  All of a sudden, I found 
myself becoming a bit teary-
eyed.  (Yes, you can call me 
a sentimental queer if you 
would like.)  It was just too 
diffi cult to believe that every-
thing was coming to an end.  

I remember my fi rst day 
of school at HSE as if it was 
yesterday.  On Tuesday, Oc-
tober 21, 2008, I wore an Ed 
Hardy tee shirt and a pair of 
dark blue Abercrombie jeans.  
It was a bit foggy outside, 
while the strong winds fore-
shadowed winter’s coming.  
This was in the midst of my 
sophomore year, and my fam-
ily and I had just relocated 
from the “glorious” state of 
New Jersey, ergo explaining 
the Ed Hardy.  By the end 
of that day, I was known by 
nothing other than “the new 
kid.”  This term stuck with me 
throughout the remainder of 
the year.  Though, after a suc-
cessful “vote for the new kid” 
campaign for Secretary of 

Student Government, things 
started coming together.     

Before I knew it, days 
started fl ying by, and after a 
stressful junior year, I was 
overly thrilled to become a 
senior and start planning my 
future.  Now, on the other 
hand, I wish I could go back 
in time and relive it all over 
again.  I wish I could relive 
the ‘We the People’ trip to 
DC.  I wish I could relive 
preparing for Homecoming.  
I wish I could relive every 
championship on the Varsity 
Swim Team.  I wish I could 
relive every infl uential meet-
ing with my guidance coun-
selor.  I wish I could relive 
walking in the 
halls with my 
girlfriend.  And 
the list goes on…

Interestingly, 
despite the dif-
fi cult transition, 
I am 100% cer-
tain that moving 
to this district 
and becoming a 
student in this 
school has made 
me the person 
I am today.  As 
cheesy as this 
may sound, 
I fi nally feel 
like I have be-
come someone; 
I have become 
me, the person 
I have always 
wanted to be.  
And that is what 
I believe high school is 

The New Kid’s Re� ection
Joshua Rosenberg

Op/Ed. Editor

The New Kid’s Re� ection

Congratulations to the ‘We the People 
Team’ on placing 16th out of 52 teams at 
the national competition in Washington, 

DC!  We are so proud!

all about: becoming you.  
It is very scary to think that 

this is my last article for the 
Thunderbird.  I want to take 
this opportunity to thank 
both Mrs. Davis and Mrs. 
Dalton for allowing me to 
publish my writings in the 
newspaper.  I also want to 
thank the administration, 
guidance department, 
faculty, and the Class 
of 2011 for making my 
times at High School 
East successful, enjoy-
able, and memorable.  

To my fellow classmates, 
I am truly thankful to have 
spent these past few years with 
you, and I wish you all the ut-

most 
success and hap-
piness in your futures.  

As always, you can fol-
low me on Twitter at www.

The New Kid’s Re� ection
all about: becoming you.  

It is very scary to think that 
this is my last article for the 

  I want to take 
this opportunity to thank 
both Mrs. Davis and Mrs. 
Dalton for allowing me to 
publish my writings in the 
newspaper.  I also want to 
thank the administration, 

To my fellow classmates, 
I am truly thankful to have 

most 
success and hap-
piness in your futures.  t w i t t e r . c o m /

J o s h y R o s e n b e r g . 
Always a pleasure.  

SENIOR PICS 

C O N T I N U E D

The New Kid’s Re� ectionThe New Kid’s Re� ectionThe New Kid’s Re� ection
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Marlee Shnitkin
Entertainment Editor

The highly anticipated 
second season of the series 
Pretty Little Liars is back 
on Tuesdays and is bound to 
have more twists and turns 
than the fi rst. After the fi nale 
episode, “For Whom the Bell 
Tolls,” we were left in awe 
as we realized everything 
we had thought was not as 
it seemed. In the upcoming 
season, questions will be an-
swered, assumptions will be 
made, and most importantly, 
we might discover the iden-
tity of A. 

There were some major 
plot twists in the last episode 
that seem unexplainable. 
Caleb in a car with Lucas, 
Jenna kissing the cop, Ian’s 
body mysteriously vanish-
ing, a split between Aria and 
Ezra, and more. In a recent 
interview with the show’s ex-
ecutive producer, I. Marlene 
King, some questions about 
the upcoming season were 
answered.

King notes that Maya 
might be coming back if the 
actress, Bianca Lawson, is 
available. She also let us 

know that Paige, played by 
Lindsay Shaw, who was only 
supposed to be in a few epi-
sodes, will be back to con-
tinue on the Emily-Paige re-
lationship. King said “I think 
it’s a very interesting dilem-
ma that Emily faces with the 
fact that they obviously have 
a connection, but Emily can’t 
go back. She has to move 
forward.” Caleb is coming 
back for sure too, says King. 
They are going to expand on 
the Mona and Hanna confl ict 
when Mona threw Caleb’s 
letter to Hanna in the trash 
without her knowing. These 
situations alone are sure to 
create a drama-fi lled episode.

There will also be many 
Alison fl ashbacks to look for-
ward to. In these fl ashbacks, 
we see not only her cruelty 
and manipulative nature, but 
her humanity as well. But 
with Alison and A comes the 
creepy scenes of the show 
that make your hair stand on 
end. In a preview for the new 
season, we see Aria down-
stairs and hear her scream as 
the room goes black. Scenes 
like this are what make the 
show so thrilling and addic-

tive to watch, and there will 
defi nitely be more of them to 
come. 

One of the most intense 
scenes of the show was the 
last scene when Ian tried to 
kill Spencer and a person 
dressed in all black, who we 
might assume to be A, pushed 
Ian and killed him. Minutes 
later when the liars went back 
into the room with the police, 
the body was missing. Was 
Ian ever dead or was his body 
just moved? Keegan Allen, 
who plays Toby on the show, 
let us know in an interview 
that those questions will defi -
nitely be answered. 

As for Aria and Ezra, there 
could be a possible love trian-
gle between them and Ezra’s 
ex-fi ancée. It isn’t certain, so 
we’ll have to wait and see. 

At this point in the show, 
there are many possible sus-
pects for who A could be, 
and everyone has their own 
hunch. Could it be Mona, 
Melissa, Ian, Jenna, the cop, 
Toby? It is hard to tell now, 
but by the end of the next 
season, if we don’t fi nd out 
for sure, we will just be that 
much closer. 

Ben Noskin
Staff Writer

Deadly Epidemic Hits
High Schools Across the Nation

Senioritis. Ever hear of 
it? Every senior seems to be 
catching it, and it’s turning 
into an epidemic. Symptoms 
include: laziness, an over-
excessive wearing of track 
pants, old athletic shirts, 
sweatpants, athletic shorts, 
and sweatshirts. Also fea-
tures a lack of studying, re-

peated absences, and a gen-
erally dismissive attitude. 
There is only one know cure 
for this disease: gradua-

tion. The disease has spread 
around so rapidly that even 
juniors are being seen with 
these symptoms!

Most cases of senioritis 
tend to start after college 
applications and mid-year 
reports have been com-
pleted. This entails a stu-

dent not doing any work 
whatsoever, skipping class 
a lot, being apathetic about 
everything, and resenting 

taking all those hard class-
es to impress his or her fa-
vorite college which he or 
she night not end up going 
to because it is too expen-
sive. Additionally, seniors 
with senioritis tend to play 
pranks on others, sometimes 
doing things that they would 

Since 2003, one of the 
most popular shows on the 
Discovery Channel has taught 
viewers to separate fact from 
fi ction. Not only does it teach 
truths but it also makes us love 
explosions, from exploding 
refrigerators to exploding 
entire cement trucks!
That show is MythBusters, 
a science entertainment 
program that fi rst aired on 
January 23rd in the year 2003, 
and is still going on today with 
nine seasons and 193 episodes 
and counting. The 
experiments 
take place 
m o s t l y 
in San 
Francisco, 
California, 
with special 
effects experts 
Jamie Hyneman 
and Adam 
Savage, who have worked 
in various movies, along 
with their second team artist 
Kari Byron, builder Tory 
Belleci, and metal worker 
Scottie Chapman, who was 
later replaced by robotics 
expert Grant Imahara.

The whole idea of the show 
is that the team uses science 
and other resources to test the 
validity of several popular 
myths. These myths can 
include things that everyone 
knows, ideas found on the 

internet or in viral videos, or 
even myths based on movies.

When the team tests a 
myth, they rate each certain 
myth once they’ve tested 
it. The ratings are either 
“Confi rmed,” if the myth 
is true and can happen, 
“Plausible,” if it’s proven by 
them to be true, but they can’t 
fi nd evidence of it before 
or can’t do anything more 
with the myth, and “Busted,” 
if it’s impossible that the 
myth is true no matter how 
many times they’ve tested it.

Myths that the MythBusters
have tested 

throughout 
the show 

inc lude : 
can a 
h u m a n 

v o i c e 
break glass, 

can vodka 
cure foot odor, 

can someone 
e s c a p e 

from a car that’s sinking or 
already underwater, was the 
Apollo moon landing faked, 
and can a match be lit with 
a bullet. Something else 
that is fun about the show 
is the comedy. They make 
jokes while they work on 
their myths and sometimes 
they compete against each 
other. They basically explode 
whatever they can get their 
hands on if it has to do with 
a myth that they’re testing!

Daniel Brizuela
Staff Writer

never normally consider do-
ing.  Some seniors feel how-
ever, it’s all right, because 
detention isn’t a big deal 

after your mid-year reports 
are done!  

Senioritis has been docu-
mented in a significant mi-
nority of seniors, usually 
starting at the end of the 4th 
quarter of the junior year.  A 
student with senioritis might 
not complete his or her col-

lege essay until the last 
week before the college ap-
plications are due. However, 
the student feels very smug 
because he or she got away 
with it.  In other cases, signs 
of senioritis may show early 
on at birth, then progress in 
elementary school, middle 
school, and the beginning of 
9th grade. 

If you, or anyone you 
know, has any or all of these 
symptoms… get help im-
mediately before you end 
up the object of ridicule or 
more importantly lose your 
chances of getting into a 
good college!

Daniel Brizuela
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Zachary Korman
Staff Writer

American Idol, the hit 
television show, has brought 
millions of Americans to 
both their couches and cities 
near and far to either watch 
the show or try out in front 
of the judges. Some viewers 
watch the show for the ridicu-
lously awful people that try 
out, while others enjoy the 
great young vocalists. The 
same thing goes for people 
that try out: they either want 
to do crazy things just to get 
on television, or they want 
to actually become the next 
American Idol. 

Season 10 was a revolution-
ary season for Idol. The sea-
son brought in two new judg-
es, Jennifer Lopez and Steven 
Tyler, while bringing back 
“the Dawg” - Randy Jackson. 
Jackson moved into Simon 
Cowell’s position of being the 
harsh judge, while Lopez and 
Tyler were judges who were a 
bit kinder to the contestants. 
Another new addition to the 
season was a reduction in the 
minimum age to audition, 
making it just 15 years old. 
This idea was sparked from 
the YouTube success of young 
singer, Justin Bieber. This 
decision eventually 
led to many people 
auditioning at 15 
years old, two 
of whom made 
it into the top 
eleven of the 
contest. An-
other rea-
son this 
s e a -
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son was so different from 
all others is the diversity of 
the fi nal contestants on the 
show. Most of the top eleven 
contestants were completely 
different types of singers. 
These people, listed with 
their genres, included: James 
Durbin (the rock star), Casey 
Abrams (jazz), Haley Re-
inhart (soulful rock), Jacob 
Lusk (gospel), as well as Lau-
ren Alaina (country) and Scot-
ty McCreery (country). All of 
this diversity led to more and 
more people watching this al-
ready very popular show.

As the sea-
son was 
g e t -
ting 

closer and closer to the fi nale, 
there were a few major surpris-
es that left viewers shocked. 
One of the largest surprises 
was when Pia Toscano was 
voted off of the show. The en-
tire country was in shock as 
one of Jennifer Lopez’s pro-
jected winners was eliminated 
off the program. Another ma-
jor surprise was when Casey 
Abrams was voted off of the 
show in the top 11. The judges 
were so shocked that they im-
mediately used their one save 
to help this jazz singer stay on 
the show to sing some more. 

When the judges interrupt-
ed him from singing 

his last song 
and told 
him he 
w a s 

saved, he broke down and 
actually fell to the fl oor. This 
was a crazy and memorable 
moment in season ten of 
American Idol.  The last sur-
prise was when James Durbin 
was eliminated from the pro-
gram. This contestant was, for 
many people, the projected 
winner, based on not only his 
voice, but also his sentimental 
story. The country was once 
again in shock with the elimi-
nation of James. 

The tenth season of Ameri-
can Idol was defi nitely one 

that made the 
s h o w 

even 

more popular. This season 
broke records in voting sta-
tistics, as well as the amount 
of viewers. According to U.S. 
Nielsen ratings, the 2010-
2011 season of American Idol 
ranked both #1 and #2 in to-
tal viewers. The Wednesday 
performance shows averaged 
about 25.9 million view-
ers, and the Thursday results 
shows averaged about 23.8 
million viewers. This sea-
son also broke records in the 
amount of votes cast for the 
contestants; an example of 
this is seen in the votes for the 
fi nale. For the fi nale of season 
ten, there were over 122 mil-
lion votes sent in to the show!

This season of American 
Idol was defi nitely one that 
was groundbreaking.  The 
two fi nalists were Scotty Mc-

Creery and Lauren Alaina, 
who are both country sing-
ers. This shows that this year 

there were many country fans 
watching the show and voting 
for their future country stars.  
And the winner was…….

SCOTTY MCCREERY!!
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Rihanna 
Gets Loud!
Victoria Sulenski

Staff Writer

You know her for her fun 
and catchy songs. You hear 
her every time you turn on 
the radio. You turn up the mu-
sic and can’t refuse to dance 
when she sings. “Who’s that 
chick?” Rihanna, of course! 
Now you can see her this 
summer at Nas-
s a u 

Coli-
seum! 
Connie 
L o n g 
and I 
will be 
at tending 
the show at 
Nassau Col-
iseum on July 
19th. We are so fortu-
nate and thrilled for this op-
portunity to not only experi-
ence Rihanna live in concert, 
but also to then share our ex-
perience with the Thunder-
bird readers! Rihanna’s Loud 
Tour is sure to be loud, crazy 

and without a doubt: AMAZ-
ING. This talented artist will 
be singing songs from her 
new edgy album, entitled 
“Loud.” The album has done 
very well on the charts so far 
and features songs such as “S 
& M” and “Man Down.”  

I’m sure 
many of her 
older hits 
and clas-
sic songs 
will be 
p e r -
formed 
a s 
well. 
N o 

m a t -
ter what, the 

show will be a blast! So 
just “live ya life” and join us 
this summer, or as Rihanna 
would say “na, na, na, na, 
na, come on!”  If you can’t 
make it to the show, be sure 
to check our next issue in the 
fall of 2011 for pictures of 
and details about this excit-
ing event.

There are some amazing 
movies that are out or will be 
out this upcoming summer. 
These must-see movies are 
great to watch with your 
friends and family. The movie 
Cost of a Soul was released 
on May 20th, featuring Chris 
Kerson, Will Blagrove, and 
Mark Borkowski. It is about 
two soldiers who come back 
from Iraq. Their families 
experience crime and 
corruption following their 
arrival home. Midnight in 
Paris, starring Owen Wilson, 
Rachel McAdams and Kathy 
Bates came out May 20th and 
is a romantic comedy about a 
family traveling to the French 
capital for business. Those 
fans who enjoyed The Pirates 
of the Caribbean series will 
absolutely love Pirates of 
the Caribbean: On Stranger 
Tides, which came out May 
20th. If you are interested 
in Kung Fu Panda, you 

Summer Movies to Check Out! 
Alexus Haddad

Staff Writer
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Now you can see her this 
summer at Nas-

will love to see Kung Fu 
Panda 2, featuring Jack 
Black, Angelina Jolie, and 
Jackie Chan; it was out on 
May 26th. Those of you who 
loved The Hangover, see the 
highly-anticipated movie, 
The Hangover Part II. This 
movie features Bradley 
Cooper, Zach Galifi anakis, 
and Ed Helms, and it also 
premiered May 26th. The 
movie Submarine features 
Craig Roberts, Sally Hawkins 
and Paddy Considine and 
was released on June 3rd. It 
is about the coming of age 
of a  15 year-old boy. The 
movie Beautiful Boy, which 
came out on June 3rd as well, 
is  about a married couple 
with an 18-year-old son who 
committed a crime similar 
to Columbine. It depicts 
his parents’ struggles and 
heartbreak over the situation. 
For all of you X-Men fans, 
X-Men: First Class made 
its debut on June 3rd. A 
new movie featuring Justin 

Timberlake, Cameron Diaz, 
and Jason Segel called Bad 
Teacher will hit theatres on 
June 24th. This movie is about 
a foul-mouthed high school 
teacher who is dumped by her 
boyfriend. After the breakup, 
she wants someone to take 
care of her, so she woos a 
colleague. Also, those who 
are fans of Transformers and 
Shia LaBeouf there is a new 
movie called Transformers: 
Dark of the Moon, which will 
be released on July 1st. Monte 
Carlo, featuring popular 
stars such as Selena Gomez, 
Leighton Meester, and Katie 
Cassidy, comes out  July 1st. 
It tells the story of three best 
friends who take a trip to 
Paris. One girl is mistaken 
to be an heiress (Selena 
Gomez) and pretends to live 
the luxury of someone she’s 
not.  The movie Zookeeper,
out on July 8th and starring 
Kevin James, is about  
animals at one particular zoo 
who decide to break their 

code of silence to help their 
lovable zookeeper gain the 
attention of one particular 
woman. Almost everybody 
has seen Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hollows: Part 1.
If you enjoyed the fi rst movie, 
you’ll be obsessed with 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hollows: Part 2. The fi nal 
epic battle between Harry 
Potter and Voldemort ends 
here.  This movie comes out 
July 15th. The movie Another 
Earth, featuring Brit Marling, 
William Mapother, and Jordan 
Baker comes out on July 22nd. 
It is about a young scientist 
who becomes entangled with 
an older composer just as a 
duplicate Earth is discovered. 
Those who are big fans of 
Taylor Lautner, have to see 
Abduction, coming out on 
September 23rd. This movie 
is about a teenage boy, named 
Nathan (Taylor Lautner) 
and his friend Karen (Lily 
Collins) who try to fi nd 
his birth parents once he 

discovers 
his picture on 
a missing persons 
website. A new movie 
called Journey 2: The 
Mysterious Island will be 
released on September 23rd. 
This movie is a sequel to The 
Journey to the Center of the 
Earth. For all the Twilight 
fans, Breaking Dawn Part 1
is coming out on November 
18th. All of a sudden the 
Volturi comes for a visit to see 
the problem the Cullens have 
caused. For all those who 
loved reading The Hunger 
Games, the movie will be 
out on March 23, 2012. The 
Hunger Games is about a 
young girl who has to survive 
in a competition in order to 
protect her community. 

All of these movies are 
great options for some 
free time. Make sure you 
see at least one! Enjoy!
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HI L L S EA S T SP O RT S CO R N E R

Josh & Matt Rosenberg
Sports Editors

Nathaniel Schwartz
Staff Writer

As the 2010-2011 school 
year draws to an end, so 
to does the Half Hollow 
Hills East Thunderbirds 
sports programs.  It 
has been a year of 
ups and downs for the 
many teams competing 
at East culminating 
in the close of the 
spring sports season. 

The Hills East 
Baseball Team started 
off the season with 
high hopes.  Led by 
many returning seniors, 
the team hoped to 
find their way into 
the playoffs this year.  
Unfortunately, they 
fell short, finishing the 
season with a record of 
three wins and fourteen 
losses.  Despite the loss 
of senior co-captains, 
pitcher Steven Muraco 
and catcher Lee Giglio, 
the team has many players 
returning in 2012 and 

A great appreciation 
for lacrosse was evident 
in the Half Hollow Hills 
community at the Ray 
Enners Day celebration, 
taking place on the turf at 
Hills East. The day was 
named after Hills alum Ray 
Enners who, at the age of 
22, died in 1968 during the 
Vietnam War while saving 
another soldier.  Enners 
was a five-year varsity 

The Thunderbirds 2010-2011 
Season Comes to a Close

Nathaniel SchwartzNathaniel SchwartzNathaniel Schwartz
lacrosse player, earning 
the title of captain his 
senior year. He was an All-
County, All-Long Island 
and Honorable Mention 
All-American selection 
his senior year. 

The day also honored 
James Metzger, who 35 
years ago received the 
first Enners Award and 
was named a high school 
All-American. Metzger set 
Hills East records for most 
points and most assists in 
a game. He attended Naval 
Academy Prep School 

has a positive attitude 
about their chances for a 
stronger season next year.

The Hills East Boys’ 
Tennis Team is having 
a phenomenal season.  
The team is the League 
1 champions, finishing 

the regular season with 
a 10-0 league record and 
a 16-0 overall record.  
The undefeated team, 
led by Zain Ali, Eric 

Teplitz, Chris Hunter, Eric 
Bertoglia, Sam Goldberg, 
Brett Teplitz, Alex 
Ricciuti, Alex Schnapp 
and Jeff Cherkin is heading 
into the playoffs with high 
expectations.  We wish the 
team good luck and success 

in post-season play.
The Girls Badminton 

Team won the County 
Championships.  The girls 
won with an undefeated 

season against Walt 
Whitman with a score of 6 
to 3.  This is their second 
championship in a row, 
and their record is 30-0 
for the past two years.  
Congratulations to all the 
players on their success.

With the close of the 
2010-2011 Thunderbirds 
season, special 
congratulations must be 
given to Bria Green who 

signed a letter of intent to 
play softball at Delaware 
State University and 
Matthew DeBlasio who 
signed a swimming letter 
of intent with Notre 
Dame.  Good luck to you 
both.  Congratulations to 
RJ Nitti who was selected 
to compete in the Elite 11 
Quarterback Competition, 
an event that brings 
together the top high 
school quarterbacks in 
the nation and Anthony 
Abidin, State Wrestling 
Champion.  Lastly, 
congratulations to the 
Half Hollow Hills Boys’ 
Swim and Dive Team 
on winning their fifth 
consecutive county 
championship and the 
Boys’ Varsity Volleyball 
Team who were this year’s 
Long Island Champs.  

Congratulations to 
all the Thunderbird 
athletes on another 
great year.  Here’s to an 
even more successful 
2011-2012 season!

HILLS EAST LACROSSE 
where he led the team in 
goals, assists and points, 
and then went to Hofstra 
University where he also 
excelled on the lacrosse 
team, leading in assists. 
He spoke to the crowd 
about his lacrosse and 
football careers and about 
the importance of Enners 
in his life. 

The day, conducted 
annually, featured a 
scrimmage between the 
Hills East and West 
boys’ varsity lacrosse 
teams. 


