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As the new school year 
began to unfold I was given 
the opportunity to sit down 
with our principal, Dr. 
Woodberry, who was kind 
enough to take some time 
out of his busy schedule. If 
there was one thing I took 
away from this interview, 
it was my genuine respect 

for the man at the helm of 
our highly ranked school. 

Thunderbird: What do you 
enjoy most about your job?
Dr. Woodberry: I get 
the most enjoyment from 
interacting with students. 
It’s always nice to meet new 
people every year. With one 
senior class going, we have 
a new incoming class of 
freshmen, and it’s always 
nice to have new people and 
new ideas; it keeps the school 
fresh, young and current. 

TB: It must be difficult 
to keep track of everyone 
being that there are 
so many students.
Dr. W: You can never keep 
track of everyone, and one 
thing about me is that I’ll 
remember everybody’s 
face, but I don’t remember 
everyone’s name. I can walk 
around the school, and I can 
tell if there’s a face that 

shouldn’t be 

there. I try my best to get 
to know students. I always 
say hi to everyone in the 
hallway, and I expect 
people to say hi back to 
me. I think it just creates 
a better environment. 

TB: What is your typical 
day like?
Dr. W: I don’t have a 
typical day. It usually 
involves some observations 

in the classroom, whether it 
be just walking through the 
classrooms, doing informal 
observations or partaking in  
scheduled observations with 
teachers. That is usually a 
part of my day. Also, going 
around to different areas 
of the building to make 
sure things are running 
properly. Meeting with 
administrators, guidance 
counselors and teachers 
regarding students’ grades, 
students’ attendance, things 
of that nature, would be 
another part of my day. I 
don’t like this part of the 
job, but I guess you could 
say one of the challenges 
of my position is student 
discipline. Unfortunately, 
that becomes a part of my 
day as well. I also spend 
time planning faculty 
workshops to improve 
instruction. 

TB: What made you want 
to become a principal?
Dr. W: I always wanted 

to be in education, and 
I started as a guidance 
counselor. I always 

saw myself in a helping 

role. I thought I would go 
into psychology 
and be a school 
psycholog is t . 
However, early 
on, I saw a need 
for leadership, 
and I’ve always 
been a natural 
leader, so I decided 
that administration 
would be the best 
route for me to 
have the biggest 
impact on the 
school environment.
 
TB: What are 
some of HSE’s 
greatest accomplishments?
Dr. W: Being ranked in the 
top 2% of schools in US 
News and World Reports is 
certainly an accomplishment. 
Having a large number of 
AP scholars each year and 
a large number of National 
Merit Scholars each year is 
an accomplishment. I’d say 
academic accomplishments 
are our biggest 
accomplishments here at 
East. What the students are 
able to accomplish while 
working with such great 
teachers is outstanding. 
Having over 96% passing 
scores on the Regents 
Exams, most with mastery, is 
an accomplishment. 
 
TB: What are some of the 
biggest challenges this 
school faces?
Dr. W: Just like any 
other school in any 
other community, the 
biggest challenges facing 
adolescents are making good 
decisions. Some students get 
involved with drugs. Some 
students make poor decisions 
and get into altercations. 
Another thing that is facing 
a lot of schools now and will 
continue in the near future, is 
the budget crisis. It’s going 
to have an impact. We try to 
maintain all of the programs 
that we have for students, 
but it really is going to be 
difficult as the years go on. 
One area that I am sure will 
not be impacted though, is 
academics. To me, that would 
be the last area to be touched, 
and I don’t think it ever will.

TB: In 
the long run, what plans 

do you have for this school?
Dr. W: In the long run, 
I would like to see our 
school continue its growth 
in academics. Even though 
we are amongst the top, it 
is always good to strive for 
more. I also want to increase 
school spirit. It has increased 
over the past couple of years, 
but it would be my hope to 
see it increase even further. 
I want to continue to revise 
our school vision. We have 
to keep revising our school 
vision each year to make 
sure everyone involved in 
the school can put some 
input into it if they want to.  
 

TB: Were you ever sent 
to the principal’s office 
growing up?
Dr. W: (sighs) Yes, I was sent 
to the principal’s office one 
time for sneezing, believe it 
or not. I was in second grade.  
I was in my elementary 
school cafeteria, and when 
our principal walked in. We 
had to stand at attention and 
hold the peace sign in the 
air with our fingers over 
our mouths. While we were 
doing that, I sneezed and 
the principal said, “You! To 
my office!” That was the 
only time I was ever sent to 
the principal’s office… for 
sneezing. I didn’t get into 
trouble afterwards, but I was 
traumatized. 

Role Models: Barack Obama,  John F. Kennedy, 
Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr., Hillary Clinton 
and people who accomplish things that no one 
else has

Last book read: The Global Achievement Gap

Talents: Plays the saxophone

Favorite athletes: HSE athletes!, Drew Brees, 
Serena and Venus Williams, Michael Phelps, Car-
melo Anthony, Eli Manning, Deron Williams and  
Derek Jeter

Favorite sports: Basketball, weightlifting, and 
running

Favorite Musicians: Stevie Wonder and Michael 
Jackson

Favorite Movies: Aliens and Silence of the Lambs
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 On Sunday, Octo-
ber 21st, the five-mile Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast 
Cancer walk at Jones Beach 
had a great turn out! It was 
a beauti-
ful day for 
all 64,000 
p e o p l e 
who came 
to the 
walk for 
a great 
c a u s e . 
E v e r y -
one was 
dressed in 
the spirit, 
w e a r -
ing pink 
walking gear. 
The  immense 
amount of mon-
ey raised through this walk 
will alter the lives of those 
who are fighting breast 
cancer. Many High School 
East clubs and athletic 
teams came out to make 
strides for a cure. Repre-
sented groups included: 
Interact, Key Club, Hills 

On Tuesday, October 
23rd, Amnesty Interna-
tional Club hosted one of 
three food fests designed 
as fundraisers for many 
issues arising through-
out the world. The sale 
of pizza and desserts 
enabled us to make sig-
nificant contributions 
towards specific 
organizations. 
The money 
raised will be do-
nated to a United Na-
tions’ program 
that provides 
desks and 
other necessi-
ties for schools 
in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca. With a $5.00 admis-
sion price, many students 
attended. This was ex-
tremely beneficial for less 

Slams the East Coast

Jiyun Lee
School News Editor

On October 29th 2012, 
Hurricane Sandy, renamed 
by the media as “Superstorm 
Sandy,” hit the northeastern 
region of the United States. 
After killing 69 people in 
Caribbean countries, the 
storm transformed into a post-
tropical cyclone, packed with 
sustained winds of 85 mph, 
then slammed into the US, 
affecting more than 24 states.

Before the storm, President 
Obama signed an emergency 
declaration for the state of New 
York.  Long Island officials 
ordered residents in the towns 
of Babylon, Brookhaven, 
Islip, Riverhead, Southampton 
and Southold to evacuate and 
many Nassau and Suffolk 
county schools prepared 
for closure. The Metro-
North Railroad and the Long 
Island Rail Road suspended 
service from October 27 to 
October 29th. The Dix Hills 
Fire Department also readied 
itself by “conducting fire 
apparatus and equipment 
checks, preparing generators 
and fully stocking firehouses 
with supplies, food and other 

items,” according to Larry 
Feld, the chairman of the 
Board of Fire commissioners 
(Half Hollow Hills Patch).

The wind, rain, and tidal 
surges from the hurricane had 
severe impacts on New York 

City and 
L o n g 
I s l a n d . 
The New York City Subway 
system and many houses and 
businesses in coastal areas 
were flooded. Many houses 
were also destroyed by fire; 
for example, over 110 homes 

burned down in Breezy Point. 
Help was unable to reach 
this town quickly enough 
to prevent damage because 
the entire neighborhood was 
flooded. Many New York City 
and Long Island residents 

also lost electricity; some did 
not have power for almost 
two weeks, and some are still 
without as of Thanksgiving 
week.

After the storm, many have 

Soccer and Cheerleading. 
High School East alone 
raised more than $3,700 
for breast cancer research. 
Overall the event raised 
more than $3,150,000.00! 
The money raised goes to 
the American Cancer So-

ciety, which helps to fight 
breast cancer through re-
search, information, and 
allowing women in need 
of mammograms to obtain 
them. Mammograms for 
women are one of the steps 
of precaution allowing for 
a better chance of detection 

fortunate people around 
the world, including the 

children of the sub-Saha-
ran Africa without suf-
ficient school supplies. 
Recently, Amnesty has 

also been sending their 
proceeds to protect the 

condition of women around 
the world from prosti-
tution. The fundrais-

ers that are held 
by Amnesty 
serve as ex-
amples for 

the ongoing 
strive to help people all 

around the world, not 
just ourselves. 
Raising money 

for the less fortunate 
only does good wheth-

er it be for people around 
the world or those close to 
home.

Another 
Successful  

Food Fest for 
Amnesty

Jake Irwin
Staff Wrtiter

Downed tree closes northbound traffic along Deer Park Ave. 
          Photo from Half Hollow Hills Patch.

begun to reach out to Sandy 
victims by either donating 
or becoming volunteers 
at different organizations. 
For example, McCormick 
Foundation, Newsday and 
News 12 Long Island launched 

Hurricane Sandy Long Island 
disaster relief. New York 
State also established a small 
business emergency fund, 
allowing “affected small 
businesses to be eligible for 

Students and teachers from HSE walk to raise     
money for breast cancer

leading to a higher chance 
of survival. The thousands 
of people that attend these 
making strides events are 
striving to generate a world 
free from breast cancer, but 
full of hope. Whether you 
are walking in memory of a 

family mem-
ber or a friend 
or just there 
for support, 
it is greatly 
appreciated! 
Thanks to ev-
eryone who 
attended the 
walk and 
know that you 
have made a 
difference!  

E d i t o r ’ s 
Note: Accord-
ing to Pam Schwartz, 
representative from Mak-
ing Strides on behalf of the 
American Cancer Society, 
the HHH School District 
raised $14,000 for this 
year’s event.

$25,000 short term loan” 
(Half Hollow Hills Patch).

One of the students at Hills 
East, Keri Johnson, collected 
two bags of food and three 
bags of clothes, which she 
is planning to donate to the 
relief center at Silver Gull 
Surf Club in Breezy Point. 
She said, “It broke my heart 
to see a community I grew 
up with get destroyed, but 
we could always make 
something positive out of 
something negative. Although 
the hurricane was detrimental 
to our communities, I think 
it also gave people the 
opportunity to help and reach 
out to others.  I love how close 
it brought everyone together.”

Some people lost everything 
and a lot is still needed. There 
are a multitude of ways to aid 
in the ongoing relief effort. 
For more information, contact 
local religious organizations, 
municipalities or the 
American Red Cross. Even 
the smallest donation of time, 
money, goods, or support can 
mean the world to someone 
who has nothing.

Breast Cancer Walk…
 A Huge Success
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This year’s Competition 
Night was held on October 
13th in the West Gym. It 
was a very successful night 
with a large turnout. Each 
corner of the gym was 
decorated by a grade. With 
the overarching Circus 
theme, there were the 
Yellow Freshman Coney 
Island Subway, the Blue 
Sophomore Mountain, 

the Red Big 
Apple Juniors 
and the White 
Cirque du 
Seniors. Each 
banner was a 
representation 
of each 
grades theme 
that was 
cons t ruc ted 
and painted 
by members 
of Student 
Government. These 
banners were also carried 
and showcased during 
the Homecoming Parade 
before the football 
game earlier that day.

Starting at 6 pm, the sign-
up sheets blew up with 
eager participants who 
were determined to bring 
their grade the big win. The 
most popular events got 
the night off to a great start 
with the seniors in the lead 
and the sophomores not 
so far behind. The seniors 
were victorious in both the 
scooter race and the three-
legged race. The freshmen 
dance gave a break from 
the events, and they 
danced to a variety of pop 
music. They had colorful 
outfits, which consisted 
of rainbow suspenders 
and thick-rimmed glasses. 
Afterwards, the events 
raged on, such as the 
egg race, the hula-hoop 
race, the over-under 
relay and the ring toss. 
The sophomores gave an 

exciting performance with 
their dance where they 
received points for their 
creativity and originality. 
The night became more 
intense as the class scores 
were extremely close, 
giving any an opportunity 
to gain the lead. Following 
the sophomore dance, 
the juniors gave their 
performance with an 
incorporation of a multitude 
of dance styles. Next, 
there was an unexpected 

addition to the events, 
which was the three-point 
shootout. It consisted of 
two boys and two girls 
from each grade to make as 
many three-point shots as 
possible within a minute. 
It brought the entire 
school to their feet as the 
participants made their 
shots. As the freshmen 
and the sophomores 
battled against the clock, 
the freshmen boys won, 
but the sophomore girls 
brought their grade to 
victory. The juniors and 

   High School East Competition Night
Helen Kim and 
Fatima Ouedraogo

Staff Writers

the seniors were the most 
anticipated because of the 
tension due to the previous 
events and the scores 
being very close. The 
juniors lost by a very small 
margin to the seniors, who 
exploded with excitement. 
The senior dance was 
performed right before the 
last two events: the ring 
toss and the pie-eating 
contest. The senior girls 
had a great play-list and 
dance steps that captivated 
the audience. After their 
performance, there were 
tables moved in on top 
of protective material for 
the highly anticipated 
pie-eating contest! 5 boys 
and 5 girls were chosen 
from each grade to be in 
this event. The main idea 
was that there was a jolly 
rancher candy at the bottom 
hidden somewhere in the 
pie. Participants could not 
use their hands, only their 

mouths. The 
s o p h o m o r e s 
versed the 
f r e s h m a n 
and came out 
victorious while 
the juniors won 
against the 
seniors, thus 
taking the lead 
and the win 
for the night. 
H o m e c o m i n g 
Court winners 

Student Government Update
Since late August, Student 
Government has been 
discussing ways to make 
the 2012-2013 school year 
exciting and fun for all 
grade levels. Throughout 
September, they planned 
Competition Night. Each 
grade put much time and 
effort into making great 
banners and dances. The 
meeting the week after 
Competition Night allowed 
for all representatives 
and officers to voice their 
opinion on Competition 
Night and how it could 
be even better next year. 
Some students suggested 
that we make Competition 
Night shorter so that people 
stay for the entire time. 
They also want to change 
the sign up process so it 
is more effective. Other 
students also suggested 
that during Pep Rally, 

the presentations of the 
homecoming court should 
be spread out throughout 
the entire Pep Rally rather 
than at the end. Student 
Government has also talked 
about having music played 
in the hallways between 
periods. Dr. Woodberry 
has approved this for the 
last Friday of every month. 
The grades will take their 
turns at selecting the music 
played in school. Student 
Government will also be 
involved in the efforts to 
raise money for the victims 
of Hurricane Sandy. This 
year, the money raised 
from the ticket sales of 
Rock for Refugees will go 
towards families affected 
by Hurricane Sandy. Also, 
the donations raised from 
Operation Holiday will go 
to less-fortunate families 
in the district. Student 
Government meets every 
Wednesday in room 207 at 
2:15. 

Shari Bieber
Staff Wrtiter

were announced at the end,  
along with the winners of 
Competition Night, the 
dances and the banners. 
Juniors took first place 
in all of these categories. 
Congratulations Junior 
Class! Congratulations to 
the Homecoming Court 
winners: Sean Cartwright 
and Christy Chon! High 
School East’s Competition 
Night was a huge success, 
and in the next years, we 
hope to see a lot more  
underclassmen at this fun-
filled event in the future!
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This past October, High 
School East’s own Allyson 
Uttendorfer was privileged to 
have two of her photographs 
put on display at the Conklin 
House Art Exhibit in 

Babylon. Mrs. Uttendorfer 
is a Photography and AP Art 
History teacher here at HSE. 
Because she and her husband 
are members of the Babylon 
community and know 
workers in the gallery, the two 
were invited to display some 
of their work. Mr. Uttendorfer 
chose two paintings, and 
Mrs. Uttendorfer chose two 

Art In The Community
Madeline Bacchus

Staff Writer

HSE Half Tones Sing                               
National Anthem at 
        Citi Field

On September 21st, 2012, 
the Hills East Half Tones 
proudly represented High 
school East at the Mets game 
by singing the national an-
them. The group found out 
about this unique opportunity 
through a former Hills East 
student, Nick Malin, who 
currently works for the Mets. 
They successfully passed the 
audition and were invited 
to perform. After weeks of 
practicing and much antici-
pation, they sang the jazz na-
tional anthem at  Citi Field. 

Jiyun Lee
School News Editor

When asked what the most 
memorable part of the trip 
was, Jessica Wolff, a member 
of Half Tones, said, “I will 
never forget the moment I 
saw our faces on the Stadium 
screen.” She described this 
experience as surreal-“I re-
member my heart beating re-
ally fast because I was so ner-
vous. I have been a Mets fan 
my whole life, and it was so 
amazing to see the players up 
close and to sing the national 
anthem for them!”

photographs that she had 
taken on two past trips to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and 
Ireland.

The photos on display 
from Mrs. Uttendorfer both 
hold themes of isolation, a 
sentiment she picked up from 

the environment around her 
on her trips. Always feeling 
loved by her family, friends, 
and students, she did not 
directly relate to this feeling 
on a personal level. However, 
the objects and even the 
locations to her seemed so 
remote and desolate from 
society. One of her works is 

of a single tree on a bare road, 
while the other is of a simple 
white wooden chair by itself. 
With her skills as an artist and 
photographer, Mrs. Uttendorfer 
was able to collect the aura of 
her surroundings and embody 
them into something visual to 
share with her community.

When asked to describe 
her feelings now that she’s 
seeing her work on display, 
Mrs. Uttendorfer stated, 
“I feel really proud of my 
accomplishments, of shooting 
the film, developing the film, 
printing the pictures in the 
darkroom. It’s nice to have 
friends, family and students 
to be here to support me and 
my art.” Proud of her position 
as a distinguished art teacher, 
she loves her job and strives to 
work hard every day. Creating 
art is an important part of her 
life because that is what makes 
her such a great teacher, as she 
explains, “I am an artist and I 
paint and I draw and I sculpt and 
I also do my photography, and 
it’s nice to have that showcased 
within the community and not 
just have it be about me and my 
accomplishments as a teacher.” 
All the students and staff at 
High School East would like to 
congratulate Mrs. Uttendorfer 
on her outstanding endeavors 
as an art teacher and an artist.

Samantha Ibrahim
Staff Writer

HSE Drama Players 
Perform...

Members of the cast of A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Shakespeare and his crew 
of drama players just keep 
on circling the High School 
East stage. After the success 
of last year’s play, Taming of 
the Shrew, the High School 
East drama players decided to 
continue with the newfound 
tradition of putting on one of 
Shakespeare’s best works as 
their fall drama. Despite the 
horrific hurricane that ravaged 
parts of Long Island just 
weeks ago, Ms. DeStefano, 
Mr. Smyrk, and their actors 
still put on an amazing show. 
It is true that the show must 
go on! And it definitely did!  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
was performed on Friday, 
November 9th and Saturday, 
November 10th 
at 7:30 

p.m.  When the power went 
out and disaster struck, the 
show went on without a 
hitch when it was put back 
on the stage.  For those who 
don’t remember what the 
Shakespeare play was all 
about, the play portrays the 
events surrounding the 
marriage of the Duke of 
Athens, Theseus, and the 
Queen of the Amazons, 
Hippolyta.  These characters 
are part of the never-ending 
world of Greek Mythology. 
The adventures of four 
young Athenian lovers 
and a group of six amateur 
actors accompany the main 
characters. The actors are 
controlled and manipulated 
by the fairies who inhabit 
the forest in which most of 
the play is set. The comedic 
play has been performed 
all over the world and has 
now traveled to our very 

own Hills East stage.  
Lysander, Hermia, 
Helena, Demetrius and 
even Puck the Fairy thank 
you for seeing the show!

Mrs. Uttendorfer in front of her exhibit at the Conk-
lin House in Babylon.

Half Tones singing the National Anthem at Citi Field

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream
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Grace Segers
Staff Writer

President Barack Obama 
was elected for a second 
term on November 6th, 
2012. After an incredibly 
close race with challenger 
Governor Mitt Romney, the 
President won with a total 
of 303 electoral votes as 
compared to Romney’s 206.

President Obama’s 
thorough victory would 
have seemed nearly 
impossible at the beginning 
of the final push for votes 
in October. His lackluster 
performance at the first 
presidential debate resulted 
in a significant drop in 
the polls, leveling the 
bounce received after 
the Democratic National 
Convention. But while the 
race for the presidency 
seemed so tight only a 
few weeks ago, Obama 
won nine of the ten swing 
states in play and emerged 
victorious with a nearly 
100-electoral vote margin.

Romney’s main line 
of attack against the 
president was slow 
economic progress shown 
during his first term. With 
the unemployment rate 
remaining above 8% for 

forty-two consecutive 
months, only dropping 
in October 2012 to the 
number it was when he took 
office, the President should 
have been more vulnerable 
than he was. His victory 
despite a sluggish economy 
proves that the country, 
and its voters, is changing.

As compared to 2008, 
the electorate 
contains more 
Hispanic voters, 
up from 9 to 
10 percent of 
voters. 71% 
of Latinos 
s u p p o r t e d 
Obama. In 
Florida, one 
in five voters 
is Latino. 
The President 
won them 
by 21 points. 
H i s p a n i c s 
are an ever-
growing portion of the 
American population, 
and the Republican Party 
has failed to connect with 
this key voting group. In 
order to remain relevant 
throughout the twenty-
first century, Republicans 
must begin to appeal to 
the Latino base and refrain 

Why Obama Won

I have attended Camp 
Tel Yehudah in Barryville, 
New York for the past five 
summers, and they have 
been the most influential 
summers of my life. Each 
summer I go for one month, 
and within that month, I 
learn about and do things 
that I would never imagine 
myself doing. This past 
summer was a summer that 
was especially meaningful 
to me because being in the 
oldest group of campers I 
was given an opportunity 
to learn and advocate for a 
global issue that I felt was 
under-advertised in the 
media. I had the privilege 
of experiencing something 
that most ordinary high 
school students do not.  

The counselors set up a 
fair where they advertised 
to the campers different 
issues, and at the end, each 
camper was handed a slip 
where they wrote down 

their top three choices. 
Upon learning about the 
nine different social action 
groups, I decided to choose 
the group advocating 
to bring 
awareness 
to Human 

Trafficking. 
With about ten to 
fifteen campers in 
each group, we began to 
learn about our respective 
issues and figure out ways 
to address Congress so that 
they would be interested in 
changing a law or starting 
a campaign against this 
issue.

Two weeks passed 

The Perks of Being An Advocator
Rachel Schwartz

Staff Writer

from making comments 
on “self-deportation” 
for illegal immigrants, 
as infamously suggested 
by Governor Romney.

Women were also an 
important part of President 
Obama’s victory, as 55% 
of the electoral group voted 
for him. After comments 
by Republican Senatorial 
candidate Congressman 
Todd Akin and others 
regarding rape and 

abortion, the Republican 
stance on women’s 
reproductive rights became 
a major issue of every 
campaign, including 
those for the presidency. 
Women became a focal 
point of the race, and 
Romney had difficulty 
distancing himself from 

the no-exceptions anti-
abortion ideology of 
some of his Republican 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .

Perhaps most surprising, 
and most relevant to those 
about to enter the electorate, 
was the large percentage of 
young voters during the 
election. In 2008, 18% of 
voters were between the 
ages of 18 and 29. This 
number was considered 
an anomaly by many, just 

evidence of 
an electorate 
w h o l l y 
seduced by 
O b a m a ’ s 
promise of 
hope and 
change. But it 
is now clear 
that a large 
youth turnout 
on Election 
Day is a new 
p o l i t i c a l 
reality: 19% 
of voters were 
between the 

ages of 18 and 29 in this 
past election, and Obama 
won them by 24 points. 
Democrats are hoping 
that their candidates will 
continue to carry the 
youth vote by such a large 
margin in the future, and 
as of now, their chances 
are looking pretty good.

The youth of today are, for 
the most part, more socially 
progressive than the older 
members of the electorate. 
The Republican Party 
does not appeal to many 
younger voters because of 
the condemnation of gay 
marriage and women’s 
reproductive rights by 
many of its members. 
Washington state, Maine, 
and Maryland legalized 
same-sex marriage on 
Election Day, further 
proving that it is becoming 
more and more socially 
acceptable, especially 
among people under 30.

President Obama won 
because he was able to hold 
the minority and youth 
vote. He won because the 
Republican Party failed 
to connect with these key 
voting groups. As more 
youth enter the electorate, 
social issues will remain 
at the forefront. The 
Republican Party needs 
to reevaluate its platform 
and its politics and tailor 
both to fit the changing 
country in order to remain 
relevant. The reason 
President Obama received 
a second term directly 
influences youth about 
to enter the electorate, 
as it shows the America 
that they will inherit.

and ninety high school 
students embarked on a 
journey that changed their 
lives. We began the first 
day of our Washington 

D.C. trip by meeting with 
local advocacy groups, 
explaining to them what 
we are advocating for 
and why this issue was 
especially meaningful to 
us. The Human Trafficking 
social action group that I 
was a part of met with the 

American Jewish World 
Service (AJWS) and a non-
profit organization known 
as Free the Slaves. In 
meeting with them, we, as 

teenagers, 
were able to 
increase our 
knowledge 
on our 
action in 
order to 
be fully 
p r e p a r e d 
w h e n 
m e e t i n g 
w i t h 
C o n g r e s s 
the next 

m o r n i n g . 
My group was 
fortunate enough to 

meet with Senator Barbara 
Boxer of California and, 
later in the day, House 
of Representatives 
Congressman Christopher 
Smith. We were privileged 
to sit down and speak with 
the staff of both the Senator 
and the Congressman 

and discuss what we felt 
was most important after 
researching for two weeks 
and lobbying for one. After 
our “Day on the Hill” was 
over we knew that all of 
our hard work had not 
gone to waste. 

By showing that we, a 
group of random teenagers 
from all over the country, 
can come together and 
stand up for something 
that we believe in not 
only made our counselors 
proud, but it also proved 
to the government that 
our generation cares, and 
we are not going to just 
sit around and let all these 
injustices continue. I truly 
believe that this was one 
of the most influential 
and meaningful summers 
of my entire life, not 
only teaching me people 
skills, but also how to get 
involved with more of a 
global community and 
really make a difference. 

Advocates in Washington D.C. 
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Seniors have tons of 
new responsibilities in 
the beginning of the year. 
College essays and activity 
resumes are just 
two of the many. 
However, some 
seniors have another 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y : 
driving. Prior to 
the start of senior 
year, some seniors 
may have obtained 
their driver’s 
license. From the 
perspective of 
someone who also 
has her license, 
driving can be very 
stressful. When on the 
road, safety is key. The only 
things that are protecting 
a driver are the actual car 
itself and an air bag. 

This may be something 
that you hear from your 
parents over and over again, 
but it is the best advice that 

A Message to High School Seniors: 
Stay Safe On the Roads

Sojin Chon
Staff Writer

With summer over and 
the weather getting cooler, 
fashion has changed from 
shorts and tees to sweaters 
and jeans. There are some 
new and old trends popping 
up in this year’s fall season. 
A new trend is the studded 

and embellished collar. 
This trend is great for 
fall and creates a cool 
and put together look 
for school or a night out. 
Another new trend for 
this season is loafers. 
Designers, such as Steve 
Madden, have come out 
with totally chic looking 
pairs of loafers. Some 
people may hear the word 
loafers and completely 
run away from the idea of 
them. Surprisingly, this hot 
new trend is revamped and 
mixed with other trends of 
2012, such as skulls. Some 

There has 
been much 
s p e c u l a t i o n 
about the 
iPhone 5 in 
the past couple 
of months. 
People want 
to know what 
the commotion 
is about this 
new iPhone. 
What makes 
it better than 
the iPhone 
4S? Well, for 
starters the 
iPhone 5 has a 
bigger screen. It is 4 inches 
and has a resolution of 
1136 x 640. It also is lighter 

iHype: The Hype 
About The iPhone 5
Lindsay Goldman

Staff Writer

Amanda Blum
Staff Writer New York City Fashion 

Week. The most important 
week in the fashion 
industry where designers 
bring their creations to life. 
One designer and fashion 
icon in particular, Rachel 
Zoe, flaunted her spring 
2013 collection down the 
famous runway in Lincoln 
Center. Zoe is also known 
for her reality TV series 
“The Rachel Zoe Project,” 
which is fortunately airing 
for its fifth season. I had 
the opportunity to observe 
first hand 

her beautiful and show 
stopping collection during 
fashion week. Zoe’s spring 
collection consisted of 

Skyler Yahney
Entertainment Editor

Mercedes Benz Fashion Week: 
Rachel Zoe Spring 2013

shorts and 
m a t c h i n g 
j a c k e t s , 
w e a r a b l e 
dresses and 
c h i f f o n 

loungewear. 
Many of her 
outfits were 
accessorized 
with floppy 
hats and 
b e l t e d 
wallets for 

the warmer spring 
weather. “I wish I could be 
one of these designers that 
go, ‘Oh my god I went to 
the furthermost remote part 
of Morocco and from this 
one bead I built 45 looks 

someone can give you: 
put on your seatbelt. Over 
59% of fatalities in car 
accidents were caused by 
the lack of restraint from a 
seatbelt during an accident. 
Accidents are very 

preventable if the driver 
concentrates on the road. 
An article from the Long 
Island Examiner says that 
81% of drivers were talking 
to another passenger in 
the car when he/she got 
into an accident. Eating or 
drinking caused 49% of 
accidents on the road. Other 

loafers are studded and are 
made in different colors. 
They can be worn as a 
casual or a dressy shoe.

Some older trends are 
coming back as well. One 
of those trends is combat 
boots. Combat boots have 
been a huge trend for 
years, but these boots are 
back again and in different 

ways. This season, 
these boots are 
shown in different 
patterns, colors, and 
e m b e l l i s h m e n t s . 
Doc Martens, which 

have become popular here 
at HSE, are as popular 
now as they were in the 
1990s. These boots give 
you a cool and casual look 
that is perfect for fall. 
These current fall trends 
are sure to give you a 
picture-perfect look for the 
changing seasons.

objects or passengers in 
the car most likely distract 
drivers. Texting while 
driving makes a teenager 
four times more likely to 
be involved in an accident. 
These distractions are 

likely causes of 
many preventable 
accidents. 

Although many 
drivers may think 
of themselves as 
“pros”, confidence 
does not make 
them immortal. 
There are many 
other cars on the 
road that could 
pose a threat to 
your safety. So 

to my fellow high school 
seniors, please concentrate 
on the road and be serious 
about safety. Please don’t 
become another statistic. 

and thinner than the 4S. It 
weighs only112g, while the 
4S weighs 140g. Another 

difference is 
that the iPhone 
5 has LTE, 
which means 
it supports 4G. 
Finally, the 
iPhone 5 has 
a bigger and 
better camera 
in both the front 
and on the back 
of the phone 
to increase the 
accuracy and 
resolution of 
pictures. Which 
iPhone is right 
for you? Stop 

by your local 
Apple store and try them 
both on for size!

because of the hue in the 
bead. But I am 

not that 

person. 
In my 

b r a i n , 
I have 

t h e s e 
w o m e n 

I have 
i d o l i z e d 

in fashion, 
l i k e Jane Birkin 
and Brigitte Bardot, these 
incredible icons of ‘60s and 
‘70s,” Zoe said. You could 
tell throughout the whole 
show that each article of 
clothing paired with one 
another wasn’t just another 
thrown together look. 
Every piece was a clear 
example of why Rachel 
Zoe is so influential in 
today’s world of fashion. 



[7]Thunderbird HHH High School East  

Many people may 
remember Finding Nemo, 
the Disney PIXAR tale of 
a fish who gets snatched by 

a diver upon disobeying 
his father’s command. The 
movie was re-released on 
September 14th in 3-D. 
So, why re-release the 
movie? It has become a 
popular trend that movie 
enterprises show their 
movies in theaters for 
a second time; more 
recently, this is being done 
in 3-D. This act not only 
ignites the hype about the 
movie once again, but it 
also earns the company 
more money and helps 
keep movies up to date 
with new technology.

The majority of movies 
now are released in 3-D, 
so why re-make a perfectly 
good movie into a 3-D 
one? Sure, it tends to rake 
in a lot of money and gets 
the younger generation 
interested in movies before 
their time, but at the same 
time it seems to anger 
the older generations by 
ruining the movie.

Finding Nemo is an 
enjoyable movie, but I 
myself thought that the 
3-D didn’t seem to enhance 
the movie in any way. 
I see the point of doing 
this to make more money, 
but overall the movie 
was perfectly acceptable 
without the fancy three-

Finding Nemo: 
Re-released in 3D

Lauren Lopez
Staff Writer

The final movie of the 
Twilight series came to 
theaters on November 16th, 
and Breaking Dawn Part 2 
definitely left fans satisfied. 
The movie picks up right 
where Breaking Dawn 
Part 1 left off. Bella Swan 
(Kristen Stewart) has just 
been turned into a vampire 
so that she could survive 
her potentially fatal 
pregnancy. Unfortunately, 
things don’t go too 
well from there. Now 
that Bella and Edward 
(Robert Pattinson) have 
their daughter, Renesmee 
(Mackenzie Foy), they 
are wondering what 
exactly she may be, since 
Edward is a vampire and 
Bella was a human when 
she was born. They notice 
that Renesmee has a special 
power; she can show a 
person her memories just 
by touching their face. They 
also see that Renesmee 
is growing at a rapid rate 
and don’t know how much 

dimensional effects. While 
the world may never fully 
agree on whether 3-D is 
beneficial to the film or not, 
it’s still apparent that the 
movie is a memorable one. 

 

Breaking Dawn Part 2, 
Takes a Bigger-Than-Expected Bite Out of the Weekend Box Office.

Heather Andelsman and
 Hillary Schier
Entertainment Editor & Staff Writer time they might have 

left with her. When other 
vampires see Renesmee, 
they assume that she is an 
immortal child. Making a 
child immortal is illegal, 
according to the ruling 

body of vampires, the 
Volturi. Once they hear 
about Renesmee, they plan 
to come kill the entire 
Cullen clan for committing 
this forbidden crime. The 
Cullens gather allies to 
help them fight the Volturi, 

or at least keep them at bay 
long enough to explain 
that Renesmee is not 
entirely a vampire because 
she is part human. The 
Volturi also gather many 
allies and prepare for the 
battle that will determine 
Renesmee’s fate.

While there are 
definitely parts that are 
left out in comparison 
to the book, readers 
will be pleased with the 
way that the book is 
portrayed on the screen. 
There are a few twists 
that are not expected. 
It wasn’t as exciting 
throughout, which was 
something expected due 
to previous films. It felt 
a little dragged out in 
the beginning because 
of all building up to the 

battle with the Volturi. 
The movie ended with a 
lot of excitement, added 
some shocking twists, and 
definitely made fans of the 
franchise happy.

This is either the month 
that you dread or the one 
you love. I love Christmas, 
not only because I 
celebrate the holiday, but 
because of everything 
that the holiday means. 
The one thing I don’t 
like about Christmas? 
Radio overkill. All of a 
sudden, your pop songs 
on the radio are replaced 

by 24/7 Christmas music 
that seemingly repeats 
every hour. Entire stations 
are dedicated to playing 
Christmas music, and it 
wouldn’t be so much of a 
problem if it weren’t before 
Thanksgiving. I heard 
some Christmas songs on 
the radio, and I kid you not, 
one week after Halloween.

And if you’ve paid 
close attention to the radio 
during the Christmas 
season, you’ll notice that 
everything sounds exactly 
the same. It’s the same 
songs over, and over, and 
over again. Whether pop 
music is good or bad, give 
it credit- at least there’s 

something new on the radio 
every month. But it’s the 
same song rotation for the 
holiday season, year in and 
year out. You never hear 
pop music from the 60s 
on popular radio anymore 
(when’s the last time that 
on a pop radio station that 
appeals to teenagers, you 
heard, “Hey Jude”?), and 
yet, you’ll hear songs from 
the 30s and 40s year in and 
year out.

So, the question that I 
have during the holiday 
season is not about the 
presents I’ll be receiving 
or the things that will come 
to me during Christmas, 
or what the weather is 
like, or any of that jazz. 
My question is this- why 
on earth can nobody 
write a good holiday song 
anymore? I’m not talking 
about covers of songs 
because those have been 
done and will be done 
during the holiday season 
until the end of time (which 
might actually be this year, 
if the Mayans are right). 
I’m talking about original 
songs. And it’s not like 
nothing’s come out this 

year that’s been original- 
it’s been this way for at 
least the past 25 years. 
With the exception of 
Mariah Carey’s hit, “All 
I Want For Christmas Is 
You,” can you name me 
one Christmas song that 
receives regular radio 
airplay and is a must have 
at holiday parties? That’s 
not to say that nothing new 
has come out in the last 25 
years, but let’s be honest- 
when was the last time that 
you ever asked someone 
to play, “Mistletoe,” by 
Justin Bieber at a business 
holiday party?

I can name some moderate 
hits. There was *NSYNC’s 
hit, “Merry Christmas, 
Happy Holidays,” but 
you never hear that on the 
radio. There was 
Faith Hill’s 
hit, “Where 
Are You 
Chr i s tmas?” 
but that was 
a cover made 
famous by the 
Grinch movie, 
and that’s not 
often played 
on the radio. 

“Christmas Shoes,” 
receives some attention at 
this time of year, but for the 
same reason that bad songs 
receive attention, as many 
call, “Christmas Shoes,” 
the worst Christmas song 
ever written (just Google 
‘worst Christmas songs,’ 
and on 95% of all lists, 
that song is either #1 or 
#2). But look back to the 
70s and early 80s. You 
had, “Same Old Lang 
Syne,” by Dan Fogelberg, 
“Step Into Christmas,” by 
Elton John, “Wonderful 
Christmastime,” by Paul 
McCartney, “Do They 
Know It’s Christmas,” by 
Band Aid, and countless 
other hits. What do we 
have now? Nothing new or 
original, that’s what!

JINGLED OUT
WHY CAN’T ANYONE WRITE A GOOD CHRISTMAS SONG?

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor
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Jordi Schmidt and
 Emily Shanker

Staff Writers

Homecoming Weekend 

On Friday, October 12th, 
the Hills East student body 
embodied great pride and 
spirit for our school. All 
students from freshmen to 
seniors wore their grade level 
colors and everyone entered 
the pep rally with a lot of 
enthusiasm ready to support 
all of the great fall teams. 
The homecoming court was 
spectacular. The High School 
East Dixettes, Varsity and 
Junior Varsity Cheerleaders 
and the Expressive Movement 
Club all put on amazing 
performances that really 
got the crowd excited. Each 
group has been practicing 
all season to show off their 
talents and skills. All fall 
sports teams walked out 
with great school spirit and 
were proud to represent their 
sport. Last, but not least, all in 
attendance were entertained 
by the creative and exciting 
homecoming court. Some 
of the themes of this year’s 
court included: Tarzan and 
Jane, Hotdog and Hamburger, 
Gangnam Style, and Risky 
Business. The following day, 
October 13th, found many 

students as active participants 
in our homecoming day 
parade, a great way to kick off  
homecoming!

The football game against 
Brentwood was a fantastic 
victory for the Hills East 
T-Birds. Mike Morris made 
the first touchdown in the 
first quarter of the game. By 
halftime, High School East 
scored 35 points.  Going into 
the second-half, the score was 
35-7. The final score of the 
game was 49-14 in favor of 
High School East! The football 
team played a great game. 
Some players, including RJ 
Nitti, Devin McDonald and 
Michael LaRusso, were stars 
on the field with excellent 
plays made throughout the 
game. The homecoming 
weekend ended with the 
competition night, where each 
of the grades challenged one 
another in various events, 
such as tug of war and relay 
races. The winner of the night 
was the junior class. Finally, 
Sean Cartwright and Christy 
Chon were announced as the 
homecoming king and queen 
for   the class of 2013.

Another successful 
homecoming weekend goes 
in the books for High School 
East. 

Congratulations to Brandon Brightman, 
DJ Paul, Rasheed Williams, Devin Mc-
Donald, Damon Aguilar, and Malik Henry 
for playing in the Suffolk County All-Star 
Football Game on November 29th at Sa-
chem North High School. HSE students 
and staff are very proud of you!

The Thunderbird newspaper 
staff wishes the entire 
HSE community 

a wonderful holiday season 
and a happy and healthy 

New Year!
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HSE Cheerleaders in the Homecoming Parade

The Homecoming Court 2012

Homecoming Weekend 

Homecoming Court winners: Christy Chon and 
Sean Cartwright

Homecoming Court in Their Finest

Ashley Jimenez, RJ Nitti and Dwayne Young 
at the Pep Rally

Dixettes at the Pep Rally



[10]  Thunderbird     Issue 1 Fall 2012

First off, I have to 
address the title before I go 
into any 
criticisms 
with the 
song. “We 
Are Never 
E v e r 
G e t t i n g 
B a c k 
Together,” 
is the title 
of this 
song, in 
case you 
h a v e n ’ t 
r e a l i z e d 
it by now. 
And all I 
can say to 
that is... 
r e a l l y ? 
That’s your title? That 
sounds like something that 
a five year old would say. 
But, that’s all I’ve got to 
say about that. Let’s dive 
right into the actual song.

What do I think of it? 
It’s... catchy. But that’s 
about all I can say about this 
song that’s positive (aside 

Before I actually dissect 
the actual song, let’s talk 
about boy bands for a 
second. When they’re not 
popular, they’re the punch 
line of every joke. But 
when they’re popular, and 
quite good, they are the 
hottest things in town. One 
Direction is no exception- 
they will probably be a 
national punch line in 10 
years or so, but right now, 
their fans (and there are 
tons of them) are absolutely 
insane. When “What Makes 
You Beautiful,” was their 
only hit, they sold out the 
Garden in under a minute. 
And they had one song at 
that point. Specifically, 
though, leading singles 
off of a boy band’s second 
album are the signature 
songs of boy bands. These 
are the singles that take boy 
bands to the promised land. 
The leading single off of 
*NSYNC’s second album, 
No Strings Attached, was 
the ever popular, “Bye, 
Bye, Bye,” and it was the 

POP OR FLOP?... What’s Your opinion?

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

AN ANALYSIS OF TAYLOR SWIFT’S SONG, 
WE ARE NEVER EVER GETTING BACK TOGETHER

from the conversation part 
towards the end- that’s 

pretty good). Much like, 
“Call Me Maybe,” the song 
falls into that same trap of 
being incredibly catchy but 
containing awful lyrics. 
Let’s point out some of the 
negative lyrics in this song, 
shall we? “You go talk to 
your friends, talk to my 

friends, talk to me.” I’ve 
heard that line about 100 

times, have thought 
about it like crazy, 
and still don’t know 
what that means. No, 
seriously... what does 
that mean? “And you, 
would hide away and 
find your peace of 
mind, with some indie 
record that’s much 
cooler than mine.” So, 
Taylor, you’re telling 
me that in order to 
have a successful 
relationship, your mate 
can only listen to your 
music? No wonder 
you’ve gone through 
so many relationships. 
Besides, when you’re 

trying to find your peace 
of mind, you don’t want 
to listen to breakup songs. 
That’s essentially all that 
you, Taylor, sing- breakup 
songs. Is that all you know 
how to write? Breakup 
songs? Why would 
anybody who is trying to 
find their peace of mind 

signature song of the band. 
The leading single off of 
Backstreet Boy’s second 
album, Millennium, was, “I 
Want it That Way,” which 
is not only the signature 
song of the band, but 
arguably the most famous 
pop ballad of all-time (let’s 
be honest- everybody has 
heard that song and seen 
the music video). So, “Live 
While We’re Young,” is 
the leading single off of 
the second album for the 
band. We won’t compare 
it to the two greatest boy 
band songs of all-time, but 
instead, look at it from an 
individual standpoint. How 
does this song hold up?

The beat is, and I’m 
not going to lie here, 
unbelievably catchy. 
It screams, “summer 
anthem,” even though 
we’re all longing for the 
days of summer again. 
However, here’s my one 
fault with the band- doesn’t 
every one of their songs 
sound the same? You can’t 
tell me that this song, beat 
wise, is any different than, 

AN ANALYSIS OF ONE DIRECTION’S SONG,  LIVE WHILE WE’RE YOUNG
“One Thing,” (it’s even in 
the same key) or, “What 
Makes You Beautiful.” 
The beat isn’t horrific in 
any way, and 
like I said, it’s 
an incredible 
beat, so I’ll let it 
slide somewhat. 
H o w e v e r , 
they’ve got to 
avoid falling 
into the Flo Rida 
syndrome, where 
every single beat 
sounds the same 
and you can’t tell 
one song apart 
from the other.

Now, lyrically... 
it’s not great. 
However, name 
me one popular 
boy band song 
with great lyrics. “Glad 
You Came,” repeated the 
first and second verses, 
and that was a huge hit. “I 
Want it That Way,” made 
no sense whatsoever, yet 
remains one of the most 
popular and addictive 
songs of all-time. Heck, 
“Bye Bye Bye,” built the 

after a fight with their 
girlfriend want to listen to a 
song by the girlfriend about 
how they’re going to break 
up with the boyfriend? It 
doesn’t make sense. And 
lastly, “And I used to say, 
‘never say never.’” Oh, 
so now you’re ripping off 
Justin Bieber? Really? 
You’re ripping off the same 
guy that had a chorus that 
went like, “baby, baby, 
baby, oh?” Really Taylor? 
You’re that desperate? 
C’mon. The chorus is 
also too bubblegum, and 
I absolutely cannot stand 
that “we,” vocal. It sounds 
like she’s a five year old 
getting pushed by her 
daddy on the swings. Then 
again, so does the title 
of that song, so I can’t be 
surprised there.

Also, every single song 
is a breakup song. If it’s 
not a song about finding 
true love, it’s about 
breaking up with a guy. 
At what point does the 
act become tiring? Again, 

chorus around that one 
word. I know it seems like 
a double standard, but the 
lyrics for boy band songs 

I can let slide, as long as 
they’re not outrageously 
stupid.

Let’s start with the 
positives of the song. 
Besides the beat, I really 
like how every member 
of the band gets to sing. 
It’s not like *NSYNC, 
which was essentially 

I like the girl as a singer, 
but you’ve got to at least 
show that you’re trying 
to switch things up every 
once in a while. Somebody 
had a good analogy online 
somewhere (it was for a 
different song), and I can’t 
remember who it was, so 
I’ll just put it in my own 
words. If every song that 
Michael Jackson did was 
about Billie Jean claiming 
that the kid was Michael’s 
son, at what point would it 
get tiring? The reason that 
a song like, “Billie Jean,” 
works so well is not just 
because of the vocals, the 
moonwalk, the awesome 
bass line and the awesome 
album that it came on, 
but it works because that 
was the only song about 
that situation (and for the 
record, “Billie Jean,” would 
probably rank in my top 
5 of greatest songs of all-
time). If Jackson then put 
out songs like, “The DNA 

a 2-man show, between 
Justin Timberlake and JC 
Chasez. Everybody in One 
Direction is singing at least 

one line as a 
soloist, which 
really shows 
the depth of 
this group. 
Another thing 
that I like, and 
people that 
don’t listen 
to that much 
pop somewhat 
take this for 
granted- they 
don’t sound 
like robots. 
There’s no 
glaring, blatant 
or obvious 
a u t o t u n e , 
which is a nice 

change from a lot of the 
other pop on the radio.

The meaning of this 
song is essentially another 
YOLO song- that you only 
have one chance to live 
your life, as you want to, so 
just do it. This is becoming 
another genre of music- 
there’s singing about a girl/

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 12
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Everyone first heard of 
Carly Rae Jepsen when her 
single Call Me Maybe could 
be heard playing 
everywhere during 
the summer of 
2012. Another 
single by Carly 
Rae Jepsen from 
this summer was 
Good Time, which 
featured Owl City. 
More recently, she 
released her first 
US album Kiss, 
which includes 
the two previously 
released singles. The third 
single before the album was 
released was called This 
Kiss, and the music video 
was featured at theaters 
as a preview to the movie 
Fun Size. The new album 
features 16 songs in total. 
Other tracks on the album 

To all the fans of Owl 
City, their new album came 
out on August 21, 2012! 
For those 
of you who 
don’t know 
them, here’s 
some of their 
background.  
Best known 
for the song 
F i r e f l i e s , 
Owl City is 
c o m p o s e d 
of Adam 
Young (lead 
v o c a l s ) , 
B r e a n n e 
D ü r e n 
(keyboard), 
D a n i e l 
J o r g e n s e n 
( g u i t a r 
and bass), 
Jasper Nephew (guitar), 
and Steve Goold (drums). 
These artists formed the 
band in their hometown 
in Minnesota. Owl City 
has also released three 
previous albums: Maybe 
I’m Dreaming (2008), 
Ocean Eyes (2009), and 

As the warm weather 
fades and the fall season 
erupts, what better is there 
to do than see the hottest 

new movie currently in 
theaters? In early October, 
Pitch Perfect brought to the 
big screen an abundance of 
excitement and suspense. 
Merely watching the trailer 
evokes positive energy 
in anyone. The story 
encompasses uniqueness, 
boldness, and the one you 
can’t forget, comedy.

The main character, Beca, 
is a new student at Barden 
University. Upon her arrival 
at school, she is asked to 
join a girls acapella singing 
group. Although reluctant 
at first, Beca finally agrees 
to join, with the hopes of 

If you hear the name Jayme 
Dee you may not know who 
she is, but you will soon! 
Jayme Dee is a singer and 
songwr i te r 
from Los 
A n g e l e s , 
Cal i fornia . 
She started 
out by 
p o s t i n g 
videos on 
Y o u T u b e 
of herself 
c o v e r i n g 
songs by 
p o p u l a r 
artists, and 
she eventually started 
writing original songs and 
posting them as well. Her 
first original song, “Love 
Whiplash,” was what got 

Heather Andelsman
Entertainment Editor

Carly Rae Jepsen 
Releases New Album: This Kiss

Alexus Haddad
News Editor

Heather Andelsman
Entertainment Editor

Who is Jayme Dee?

her signed with the record 
label Universal Republic 
Records. After that, her 
song “Rules” was put on the 

soundtrack 
of the 
p o p u l a r 
movie The 
H u n g e r 
G a m e s , 
which got 
J a y m e 
even more 
a t t e n t i o n . 
Jayme Dee’s 
music is fun, 
e x c i t i n g , 
a n d 

definitely worth listening 
to. To find out more about 
Jayme Dee, you can check 
out her YouTube channel: 
jaymedee333.

include: Tiny Little Bows, 
Curiosity, More Than a 
Memory, Turn Me Up, 
Hurt So Good, Beautiful, 
Tonight I’m Getting 
Over You, Guitar String/

Wedding Ring, Heart is 
a Muscle, Drive, Wrong 
Feels So Right, Sweetie 
and Almost Said It.

The songs on this 
album are very similar 
to Call Me Maybe. The 
lyrics and tune are catchy 
and easy to remember, so 

Owl City: 
The Midsummer Station

All Things Bright and 
Beautiful (2011).

For those of you who 
are fans of Carly Rae 
Jepsen, Owl City recently 
produced a song with 

her, called Good Time, 
as the band and Jepsen 
were mutual fans of each 
other. The song has hit 
over 46 million views 
and over 300,000 likes on 
YouTube. Another song 
on the album, is called 
Speed Of Love, which 

Movie Review: 
Pitch Perfect

Taylor Kaston
Staff Writer

people will have them stuck 
in their heads. The beats 
are upbeat, positive, and 
make you want to dance. 
There are no ballads or slow 
songs on this album, just 

dance music with 
cute, flirty lyrics. 
Carly Rae Jepsen 
has a sweet image 
and that is what these 
songs represent. A 
lot of the songs are 
about breakups and 
meeting new people. 
Carly Rae Jepsen did 
not really break out 
of her comfort zone 
for this album, and 
a lot of the songs do 

sound similar. They seem to 
blend together a lot of the 
time, but her vocals in the 
songs sound great. I think 
this album is worth getting 
if you want songs to dance 
to or if you like pop songs 
with a lot of fast, upbeat 
music in the background.

beating a competitive boys 
acapella group. Beca’s 
impact on the girls group 
is outstanding because she 
brings about change in 

the group and raises the 
confidence of her peers. 
She seeks to give the group 
a new image, one of which 
they can proudly say is 
completely original and 
different. This exciting 
story, accompanied by a 
spirit of competition, is 
intriguing and a must-
watch.

Regardless of your 
gender, this movie is 
comedic and extremely 
entertaining. Make the 
effort to see it in theaters. 
It might even inspire you 
to join a group and create 
change within it!

also became a top hit single.  
This song with the pop beat 
is about how love can go by 
fast and spending time with 
“that person” feels timeless. 
The song has a pop beat 

and is highly 
recommended.

Owl City does 
an exceptional 
job of 
portraying life 
lessons in their 
songs. The band 
i n c o r p o r a t e s 
dance beats and 
different types 
of music to get 
a lot of different 
people to listen 
to their music.  
The most 
repetitive theme 
that comes up 
is never give in 
and keep doing 
e v e r y t h i n g 

in your power to reach 
your goal in life. Owl 
City is comprised of an 
inspirational group of young 
men worthy of being role 
models for this generation.
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This past summer, the 
Olympics were held in 
London and watched all 
around the world. One of 
the most viewed sports 
in the Olympics was 
gymnastics. The U.S. 
women’s gymnastics team 
was both fabulous and 
ferocious as it dominated 
the team finals. The Fierce 

Five was the USA’s first 
team gold in 16 years. They 
seized the gold medal with 
an overall score of 183.596 
(Russia took second, while 
Romania took third).

The 2012 team was 
composed of Jordyn 
Wieber, Aly Raisman, 
Gabby Douglas, Kyla Ross 
and McKayla Maroney. 
Wieber started gymnastics 
when she was four years 
old and won the American 
Cup twice, in 2009 and 

2011. She was also the 
2011 World Women’s All-
Around Champion. Raisman 
started gymnastics when 
she was two years old and 
was the captain of the 2012 
team. Douglas commenced 
gymnastics at the age of 
six and received the highest 
total all-around score in the 
women’s competition at the 
AT&T American Cup this 
past March. Ross started 
gymnastics at the age of 

three and placed first in the 
all-around competition at 
the Visas Championship in 
2009. And Maroney started 
gymnastics when she was 
two and won a gold medal 
in the World Gymnastics 
Championships in 2011

The gymnastics portion 
of the Olympics included 
balance beam, floor exercise, 
vault and uneven bars. At 
the 2012 Summer Olympics, 
Raisman individually won 
a gold medal on the floor 

and a bronze medal on 
the balance beam. Wieber 
contributed her scores 
on vault, balance beam 
and floor, while Ross 
contributed her balance 
beam and uneven bars 
scores. Maroney won the 
silver medal for vault, 
and Douglas won the gold 
medal in the individual 
all-around, becoming the 
first African-American 
woman, as well as the 

first woman of color of 
any nationality, to win 
the event. She is also the 
first American gymnast 
to win both the team and 
individual all-around 
gold medal at the same 
Olympics.

Team USA should be 
extremely proud of the 
Fierce Five. Their efforts 
gave the USA their first 
team gold medal since the 
1996 Olympics. 

Alexus Haddad
News Editor

boy, bragging about what 
a beautiful life you have 
or how you only live once. 
And some of the YOLO 
songs, like, “Live Like You 
Were Dying,” are great, 
some, like, “The Motto,” 
obnoxious and awful. 
Where does this one lie? 
Quite honestly, it’s a really 
generic song. There’s little 
feeling in the song, which 
can greatly downgrade 
this song at times. “Show 
Me The Meaning of Being 
Lonely,” one of the best 
songs by any boy band, 
really conveys emotion, 
and while a love song 
will obviously have 
more meaning and soul 
than a party song, I still 
expect a bit better in that 
department. 

Now, let’s address some 
of the lyrics. I know that 
I’m awfully harsh on lyrics, 
but like I said before, for 
boy band songs, I can let 

Doesn’t Match,” “Identity 
Fraud,” “Don’t Lie to Me 
Girl,” and “He’s Not My 
Son,” then at what point 
would it get tiring? Now, 
if, “We Are Never Ever 
Getting Back Together,” 
was Swift’s first breakup 
song she ever wrote, then I 
might grade it a bit better 
(I still wouldn’t grade it 
highly). But this is at least 
her twentieth breakup 
song. For crying out loud, 
move on. The, “pity me, I 
fell in love with a guy and 
he broke my heart,” act 
would work a lot better if 
this was your only breakup 
song, but after 20 times, 
the act just gets annoying.

Another problem with 
this song- this doesn’t 
resemble anything country. 
This is pure pop. It’s not 
even remotely country. 
Artists like Train have 
changed over the years, 
and there’s no denying 
that, but at least they stick 
to their roots. Same thing 
goes for Maroon 5- you 
can clearly see on their 
latest single, “One More 
Night,” that they’ve stuck 
to their roots. But this... if 

Continued from One Direction review on page 10.

some lyrics slide, as long 
as they’re not threatening 
or stupid. And for the most 
part, I can let the lyrics in 
this song slide. However, 
there are a few problems. 
One, and probably the 
biggest one, lies in the 
chorus, where the band 
tells its audience, “Tonight, 
let’s get some.” What? Get 
some what? First off, that’s 
not really appropriate, but 
secondly, for the younger 
audience, it’s just going to 
leave them confused. Get 
some food? Soda? That line 
seems really out of context 
with the song, as does the 
opening line, “Hey girl, I’m 
waiting on ya, I’m waiting 
on ya.” I thought this was 
a YOLO song, not a love 
song. Regardless, while the 
lyrics aren’t great, the rest 
are perfectly acceptable for 
boy band songs. The two 
that I just mentioned really 
are the only flaws lyrically.

THE VERDICT
Overall, this is a very 

solid boy band song, and a 
very solid song in general. 
The beat is undeniably 
catchy, and it’s one of 
those songs that despite 
its lyrical flaws, much 
like, “Gangnam Style,” 
you just want to listen to 
over and over again. Does 
it compare to the great 
boy bands songs of all-
time? Not in my opinion, 
but time will eventually 
tell whether it ages well 
or poorly. It’s one of 
those songs where before 
you know it, it reaches 
20 plays on your iTunes 
account. While there are 
some flaws, the song (and 
the band) looks like they 
may have some staying 
power. But once again, 
time will tell. GRADE: 
4.1 out of 5

you heard this song for the 
first time and never knew 
of Taylor Swift, then two 
things- one, you’d have to 
be living under a rock, and 
two, you never would’ve 
realized that she used to 
sing country. And that’s 
another major problem 
with this song- it’s not 
country enough. I’m fine 
with her going country 
pop, but don’t go all pop.
THE VERDICT

Let’s clear the air right 
now- I do not hate this 
song. Despite everything 
that I just said about that 
song, I will give it this- the 
conversation part is pretty 
good and the beat is very 
catchy. But, is it a bad 
song? Yes. The lyrics are 
too cheesy and somewhat 
bad, the vocals at times can 
get borderline obnoxious, 
the song is nowhere near 
her country roots, and 
it’s her thousandth song 
about breaking up with 
a guy. Like I said, I like 
Taylor Swift, and she can 
create some good music. 
However, this is not one of 
her finer works. GRADE: 
2.2 out of 5

What’s worth your time at the cineplex this holiday season? Here’s 
your guide to a few of the most anticipated blockbusters and buzz 
flicks. Happy Holidays and Merry Moviegoing!

• Playing for Keeps: Dec 7, 2012. Gerard Butler and Jessica Biel 
star in this romantic comedy about a charming, down-on-his luck 
former soccer star (Butler) who returns home to put his life back 
together.
• Hyde Park on Hudson: Dec. 7, 2012. This film focuses on one 
unique weekend in the life of Franklin Roosevelt where the King 
and Queen of England stayed at his home as guests.
• The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey: Dec. 14, 2012. Massively 
anticipated prequel to the beloved Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
• The Guilt Trip: Dec. 19, 2012. A mom and son buddy film. Seth 
Rogen plays son to Barbra Streisand in this funny and heartwarming 
choice for the season. 
• Monsters, Inc 3D:  Dec. 19, 2012. In anticipation of the studio’s 
upcoming prequel Monsters University, Pixar will be re-releasing 
Monsters, Inc. in 3D, which they also did with Finding Nemo.
• Zero Dark Thirty: Dec. 19, 2012. In what the military refers to as 
thirty minutes past midnight, Zero Dark Thirty depicts the decade-
long search leading up to the death of Osama bin Laden.
• Jack Reacher: Dec. 21, 2012. Tom Cruise brings Lee Child’s 
character from the novel to the screen. Cruise is at his most iconic 
when playing someone with weapons and attitude. 
• The Impossible: Dec. 21, 2012. Naomi Watts and Ewan 
McGregor star as a married couple and their three sons who begin 
their winter vacation in Thailand, when the deadly tsunami hits on 
December 26th.
• Les Miserables: Dec. 25, 2012. The film version of the beloved 
musical based on Victor Hugo’s novel.
• Parental Guidance: Dec. 25, 2012. Billy Crystal and Bette Midler 
star in this cross-generational comedy.
• Promised Land: Dec. 28, 2012. Matt Damon plays Steve Butler, 
an ace corporate salesman who is sent along with his partner, Sue 
Thomason (Frances McDormand), to close a key rural town in his 
company’s expansion plans. 

Natalie Haebich
Editor-In-Chief

The Fierce Five:
Getting the Gold
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The Olympics concluded 
a few months ago, and it 
was remarkable. Some of 
the venues were incredibly 
nice, the athletes wowed 
us again, and unforgettable 

moments were made in 
these past games. Another 
remarkable thing was NBC, 
whose coverage of the 
games was unprecedented. 
What NBC did with these 
Olympics was incredibly 
interesting. And I’ll say 
this- after watching the 
Olympics for weeks, I can 
safely say that NBC should 
never get to host another 
Olympics.

By remarkable, I mean 
remarkably bad, because 
that’s what NBC’s coverage 
of the games was. It was, 
by far, the worst coverage 
of the games that I can 
remember. And I’m here to 
say that the Olympics need 
to be taken off of NBC.

First, let’s start with 
the obvious- tape delay. 
If you want to show the 
main events in tape delay, 
that’s fine, but at least show 
them live as well and then 
air the main events as a 
repeat. When every other 
country in the world gets 
to watch the Olympics live, 
and we’re stuck with tape 
delay, that’s a problem. 
And tape delay would be 
fine in, let’s say, 1980, 
when there was no Internet 
and you couldn’t find out 
the results unless you were 
actually at the stadium. But 
when every website in the 
world now has the results 
of the games, and you’re 
not showing it live for 
ratings, then that’s foolish. 
And when BBC (British 
Broadcasting Corporation) 
has 24 channels showing 
the games live, and you’ve 
got just four showing most 

of the events on tape delay, 
then that’s a problem. I 
swear, I’m going to lose it 
if the 2016 Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro, which is one 
hour ahead of New York, is 
tape delayed.

Another thing was that 

NBC became the History 
Channel throughout these 
entire Olympics. I’m fine 
with one or two segments 
about London prior to 
the Opening Ceremonies, 
but you do realize that we 
turned the television on 
to watch the athletes and 
not about the history of 
latitude and longitude and 
the prime meridian, or a 
segment on war in London? 
I mean, who wants to watch 
that, especially when you 
want to watch the athletes 
perform? That was another 
stupid thing that NBC did. 
But trust me, it gets worse.

What else did they do? 
They flat out insulted our 
intelligence at times. If 
you want to tell us during 
the ceremonies about a 
certain unknown country or 
a performer only known in 
the United Kingdom, then 
that’s fine. But you don’t 
have to explain everything. 
For example, during the 
Closing Ceremonies, they 
flat out insulted the audience 
at home. “You’re watching 
Freddie Mercury,” said Bob 
Costas. Who doesn’t know 
whom Freddie Mercury is? 
“This is ‘Imagine,’ by John 
Lennon,” explained Costas 
again. You’re kidding me, 
right? Again, you’re giving 
the audience at home less 
credit than it actually 
deserves. I was actually 
surprised that Costas didn’t 
explain some other things 
to us, like, “This is the 
earth rotating,” or, “This is 
grass.” Again, that doesn’t 
need an explanation at all. 
It was flat out insulting at 

times.
Oh yeah, were other 

countries in these 
Olympics? Because that’s 
how it seemed like it was 
with NBC’s coverage. 
They didn’t even try to 
cover the stories of athletes 
not from the USA. An 
American finishes in fifth 
place and doesn’t medal, 
they bring him into the 
studio and interview 
him. But an athlete from 
another country wins the 
gold medal, and nobody 
cares. They don’t even 
try to cover other nations. 
With the exception of 
Usain Bolt, I can’t think 
of one athlete that got 
extensive coverage at 

these Olympics. 
NBC should’ve 
i n t e r v i e w e d 
Kirani James from 
Grenada, who 

won the first medal and 
gold medal in the history 
of the country. Nope- let’s 

interview the American 
who came in last place. 
That attitude is not good 
coverage- it’s arrogant and 
shameful ethnocentrism.

This leads me to my 
next thing- way too many 
studio segments. You want 
to have a studio segment 
before your coverage and 
after your coverage- fine. 
If there are no events going 
on for another 30 minutes 
and you want to have a 
studio segment- fine. But 
every 5 minutes, they were 
leaving the actual coverage 
on the field to go back to 
their studio and interview 
someone or give a History 
Channel documentary. 
Nobody cares. We want to 
watch the athletes play, not 
them give cliché answers to 
lousy interviews. Cut down 
on the studio segments by 
about 98%, because those 
were awful.

But the worst, and I mean 
the worst, was the excessive 

commercials. Every other 
country in the world got 
to watch every event live 
with no commercials. 
What about the USA? Yep- 
we’re stuck with NBC and 
their commercial fest. It’s 
like they wanted to air a 
marathon of commercials 
when then they realized 
that they had to actually 
cover the Olympics (crazy 
thought, I know). If you 
want to air a commercial 
at halftime of a soccer 
game or a basketball game, 
then I can accept that. But 
they have to know the 
appropriate times to cut to 
a commercial break. Let’s 
see how bad this was- 
they cut to a commercial 
break during the middle 
of games. I was watching 
a women’s soccer game 
(and speaking of soccer, I 
will say one thing positive 
about their coverage- Arlo 
White is by far, the best 
soccer announcer that I’ve 

ever witnessed), and in the 
60th minute, they just cut 
to a commercial break. The 
final between the USA and 
Spain in the fourth quarter, 
couldn’t be seen fully 
because of a commercial-
fest. Really? You’re that 
desperate to make money? 
I’ve got a genius idea 
for you, NBC- when you 
broadcast your next Super 
Bowl, and the game is tied 
at 17-17 with three seconds 
left, and a field goal is 
going to be attempted, 
just cut to a commercial 
break. But by far, the worst 
cut to a commercial break 
was during the Opening 
Ceremonies. I panned 
one of the skits for not 
making sense. But then, 
one of the commentators 
pointed out that the tribute 
to the bombings happened 
during one of the skits 
and that it was moving, 
and that I totally missed 
that. And I bet you it was 

NBC: NATIONALLY BAD COVERAGE
BREAKING DOWN NBC’S COVERAGE OF THE OLYMPICS
Collin Giuliani

Sports Editor

Matt Lauer and Bob Costas commentating at 
the London Olympics.

moving, but guess what? I 
didn’t see it- not because 
I was ignorant or too lazy 
to cover that, but because 
NBC cut to a commercial 
break. Yeah, that’s right- 
NBC cut to a commercial 
break in the middle of a 
bombing tribute. Great 
idea, and this gives me 
another idea for NBC- if 
an NFL player dies, and 
there’s a moment of silence 
for that player, don’t show 
it. Just show an Apple 
commercial advertising 
the new iPad because it’s 
an easy moneymaker. 
Can’t you just air the 
Olympics uninterrupted 
like the rest of the world? 
Apparently, that’s not an 
option for NBC. And get 
this- during the Closing 
Ceremonies, they showed 
an advertisement which 
advertised their new show 
(which is awful, by the 
way), Animal Practice. And 
during the commercial, 
they said, “Watch the 
premier episode of Animal 
Practice commercial-free 
tonight after the Closing 
Ceremonies.” Wait... so 
you can make your own 
show commercial-free 
but you can’t make the 
Olympics? Embarrassing.

So, if you’re a Canadian, 
Briton, Spaniard, Mexican, 
etc., and you thought 
you’re Olympic coverage 
was bad, just know that 
Americans envy you. 
You and your commercial 
free, live coverage of 
the games. After these 
Olympics, NBC should 
never get to broadcast 
another Olympics. Their 
tactics throughout these 
entire Olympics have been 
awful and arrogant, and 
their coverage was the 
worst I’ve ever seen at the 
Olympics. And believe 
me- I’m not the only 
one. The NBC Olympics 
Facebook page has been 
lit up with negative 
comments. So make your 
voices heard and stand up 
if you want the Olympics 
off of NBC, because after 
their coverage, they don’t 
deserve another chance.

“Today” show co-hosts, Savannah Guthrie, Meredith Vieira 
and Matt Lauer. (Paul Drinkwater / Associated…)
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PROBLEMS IN PINSTRIPES
THE NFL’S OFFICIATING PROBLEM

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

	 Collin’s	Corner

The real referees are 
back, and all I can say to 
that is... hallelujah. That 
perfectly sums it up- 
thank goodness that 
we've got the real ref-
erees back on the field, 
as to not destroy the 
shield any further. Af-
ter a lockout that last-
ed nearly six months, 
and went into the pre-
season and some of 
the regular season, the 
NFL and the NFLRA 
have agreed on a deal 
until 2019 to, in short, 
get the refs back onto 
the field.

And as much as the 
NFL doesn't want to 
admit it, the straw that 
broke the camel's back 
was the game between 
the Packers and the Se-
ahawks. Every expert 
out there was saying 
that the NFL would not 
change their stance on the 
situation until a game was 
decided because of the ref-
erees. And, unfortunately 
for Green Bay, it happened 
in a nationally televised 
game on ESPN against Se-

attle on a Hail Mary with 
no time left (the first time 
ever in MNF history that a 
game-winning touchdown 
was scored on the final 
play). Less than 48 hours 

after that happened, a deal 
was done.
The strange thing about 
this is that in the long run, 
this could actually make 
the league more popular. 
Even though thousands of 

current fans hated this situ-
ation and some even vowed 
to never watch another 
NFL game (good luck with 
that), this was the first time 
that I've ever seen the NFL 

cross into a political stand-
point. I'm not talking about 
those sports segments on 
news channels- I'm talking 
about headlining stories. 
With the exception of the 
Super Bowl (or a local team 

Now that the 2012 Olym-
pics have officially con-
cluded, we can look into the 
final medal count. And, for 
yet another year, the USA 
won the medal count, win-
ning 104 medals, including 
46 gold medals. After los-
ing the gold medal count 
in the 2008 Olympics to 
China, the USA won that, 
as well as the overall medal 
count. They were a win-
ner in the medal count, but 
others were not so lucky. 
Who won at the end of the 
day? Who lost? Let’s have 
a look...
WINNERS

USA- Any time that you 
win the gold medal count 
and the final medal count, 
you have to be considered 
a winner. What was most 
impressive though was 
that the women absolutely 
dominated. Beach volley-
ball, tennis, soccer, swim-

ming, gymnastics, even 
skeet... you name it, the 
USA women dominated it. 
Great performance by the 
USA.

GRENADA- Coming 
into the Summer Olympics, 
Grenada had never 
won a medal of any 
kind. The population 
of the small Carib-
bean nation is just 
under 105,000. But 
on one night at the 
Olympic Stadium, 
that all changed. 
Kirani James won 
the 400-meter race 
in London and gave 
Grenada not just their first 
medal, but also their first 
gold medal. Any time small 
nations win in the Olym-
pics, it’s a good story, and 
this was no exception.

GREAT BRITAIN- We 
can’t forget about the host 
nation, can we? In the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta, Great 
Britain came home with 
1 gold medal. So embar-

rassed, they decided to 
reform their athletic pro-
gram to get better results 
at the Olympics. And how 
did they do 16 years later? 
They had 29 gold medals 
(third in these Olympics) 

and 65 medals overall 
(fourth in these Olympics). 
Safe to say that they have 
nothing to feel embarrassed 
about after these Olympics.
LOSERS

INDIA- This still baffles 
me. The population of In-
dia is 1,241,491,960, so it’s 
pretty big. You would think 
that out of more than 1.2 
billion people, you would 

find some good Olympic 
athletes. Nope. They got 
just six medals at these 
Olympics, including no 
gold medals. India is 1/7 
of the world’s population. 
How do you not get one 

gold medal with 
that? That’s embar-
rassing.

GREECE- Re-
member that 
Greece was the 
birthplace of the 
Olympics. You’d 
think that the birth-
place of the Olym-
pics would produce 
some great Olym-

pic athletes, right? Then 
you’re wrong. They only 
won two medals in these 
entire Olympics, and 
both of those were 
bronze medals. 
They haven’t had 
too much success 
lately at the Olym-
pics, and you have 
to wonder why, es-
pecially because 

MEDAL MANIA
WINNERS AND LOSERS FROM 2012 OLYMPICS

going to the big game), the 
NFL has never been on the 
news as the lead story, and 
with this situation, they 
may have actually gained a 
few new fans.

It seemed like every-
body had an opinion on 
the situation. The New 
Jersey Senator made a 
law that said that no pro-
fessional sporting events 
with replacement refer-
ees could be held in the 
state. The Wisconsin 
Senator tweeted Roger 
Goodell’s phone number 
out. Heck, even Barack 
Obama, during an elec-
tion period with tension 
in the Middle East, had 
something to say about 
the situation. With the 
entire backlash that the 
league was receiving 
from its players, coaches 
and outside people (in-

cluding celebrities), they 
finally had to get a deal 
done, and fortunately, they 
did.

Who am I admiring most 
in this situation? Ed Ho-
chuli, who worked out all 
these refs during the lock-
out to make sure that they 
were in shape. Say what 
you want about Hochuli, 

but he deserves a place in 
the Hall of Fame- he's argu-
ably the most famous ref-
eree of all-time, and does 
a very good job at what he 
does. Because of Hochuli, 
the referees were able to 
take the field on Thursday 
night. Because of Hochuli, 
all these guys knew what 
they were doing and were 
in shape.

It's sad that it had to come 
down to multiple blown 
calls, a blown game, multi-
ple illegal hits that were not 
called, and someone nearly 
dying on the field to have 
this come to an end (re-
member the hit that Darrius 
Heyward-Bey took against 
Pittsburgh?), but at last, 
the real referees are back. 
And for those wondering, 
some of the replacement 
referees will be back- in the 
CBA, the NFL and NFLRA 
agreed to set up a develop-
mental clinic for referees. 
The replacement referees 
either had trouble with 
the speed of the game or a 
minimal (and that's putting 
it lightly) understanding of 
the rules, but whatever it 
was, the real referees are 
back, and it's time for some 
real football. 

A controversial call by the replacement officials at a Se-
attle Seahawks and Green Bay Packers game. (Photo by 

Otto Greule Jr/Getty Images)

they hosted the Olympics 
in 2004.

INDONESIA- We’ll end 
on this note. Forgot that 
Indonesia was in the Olym-
pics? Me too, because they 
did absolutely nothing. 
They had just two medals, 
with no gold medals. It was 
their worst performance 
since the 1988 Olympics 
in Seoul. And, I forgot to 
mention- they’ve got a 
population of 237,641,326, 
which is the fourth largest 
in the world. The top four 
countries in the world are 
China, India, the USA and 
Indonesia. Two of them 
pull their weight in the 
Olympics. But India and 
Indonesia... not so much.
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The annual Hills East 
Blackout Game is always 
the most anticipated 
game of the year. On 
a warm and beautiful 
Friday night, the Hills 
East Thunderbirds took 
on one of the best teams 
in Division I, Ward 
Melville, in Hills East’s 
first ever home game 
in Division I. Even 
though Hills East lost a 
heartbreaker 46-42, the 
game was exciting and 
showed a lot of promise 

BLACKOUT WITH A BANG
Collin Giuliani

Sports Editor

Well, it’s been announced 
that the New York Islanders 
will be 
moving 
in 2015 
f r o m 
t h e 
Nassau 
C o l i -
s e u m 
to the 
b r a n d 
n e w 
B a r -
clays Center in Brooklyn, 
and will be playing there 
for 25 years until 2040. 
This is nothing like the 
Seattle Sonics moving to 
Oklahoma City whatsoev-
er. The thing with Seattle’s 
situation was that they had 
a corrupt owner focused on 
moving the team to Okla-
homa City from day one, 

despite the great fanbase 
and a solid arena that David 
Stern called at one point, 
“beautiful.” Here? Let’s 
put it this way (and I hate 

to say this as a non-hockey 
fan who happens to live 
just a few minutes from the 
Coliseum)- Islanders, you 
deserved to love your team. 
That’s right- I shed no tears 
for the Islander faithful.

Here’s the background- 
last summer, Nassau Coun-
ty had a chance to vote 
on an arena that would’ve 

going into their first 
season in Division I.

RJ Nitti was the star 
of the game for the 
Thunderbirds, throwing 
for a school record 
491 yards and five 
touchdowns (3 passing, 
2 rushing). The 491 
yards is fourth in single 
game yardage in Long 
Island history. One of 
the touchdowns was the 
longest touchdown pass 
of the season, a 97-yard 
bomb to senior Devin 

ISLES ON THE RUN
NEW YORK ISLANDERS MOVING TO BROOKLYN

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

brought so many jobs to 
the economy and would’ve 
been the centerpoint of 
Long Island sports for 
years to come. It would’ve 
had an entertainment dis-
trict, some hotels and a 
food court, plus more. It 
was called the Lighthouse 
Project, and by a small 
margin, the vote did not 
pass. It would’ve brought a 
minor league baseball team 
to Nassau County as well, 
and what ended up happen-
ing? Rejected.

The Nassau Coliseum 
is, quite frankly, a dump. 
It’s got maybe three bath-
rooms, just 1 concourse, 
it’s incredibly outdated and 
looks terrible, there’s noth-
ing special about it, and it 
hasn’t been renovated in at 
least 20 years. Why would 
any team want to play in 
that coliseum? It’s ugly and 
resembles nothing remote-

ly close to an NHL arena.
Ever wonder why there’s 

no more arena football 
on Long Island? No pro 
sports teams besides the 
Islanders (and now, no pro 
sports teams period)? Be-
cause this proud island of 
10,000,000 has a dumpster 
they call an arena- that’s 
why. It’s pathetic that the 
Nassau Coliseum is still 
up. Now, with 
the Barclays 
Center in 
B r o o k -
lyn and 
the even 
m o r e 
m o d e r n 
M a d i -
son Square 
Garden, what 
motivation do 
artists have to perform 
at Long Island? To play in 
the world’s most outdated 
arena that hasn’t been ren-

ovated in 20 years? Huge 
business opportunity lost 
to not build this new arena, 
and Wang had to move the 
team.

In the end, there is just 
one major conclusion from 
all of this- Long Island 
need to build a new arena... 
now. There’s no rhyme or 
reason as to why this dump 

of an arena that this 
island has now 

still exists. A 
new arena 

w o u l d 
b r i n g 
jobs to 
L o n g 
I s l a n d , 

w o u l d 
bring mon-

ey to Long 
Island, and most 

importantly, would 
bring these Islanders back 
to Long Island. Your call...

WARD MELVILLE 46, HILLS EAST 42
McDonald in the first 
quarter. He also had 
two touchdown runs, 
another touchdown 
pass to Devin 
McDonald and a 
touchdown pass late 
in the fourth quarter 
to senior receiver DJ 
Paul.

Hills East had a 
42-31 lead with 6:08 
left in the game, but 
couldn’t hold on, as 
Ward Melville scored 
15 unanswered points 
to win the nail-biter 
46-42. However, it 
was a great game for 
the Thunderbirds, who 
hung in there till the 
very end against one of 
the best teams on Long 
Island. It was the start 
of a promising and 
exciting 2012 season 
for the Hills East 
Thunderbirds.
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Hi l l s Ea s t sp o rt s Co r n E r

Carly Fasciglione
Staff Writer

HSE Boys Varsity Soccer

Natalie Haebich
Editor-In-Chief

Girls Varsity Tennis: 
Undefeated Season

Has Another Great Season!

This year’s Hills East boys’ 
soccer team had another fan-
tastic season. Losing some 
of last year’s star seniors, 
including Jake Freeman and 
Jordan Gross, didn’t stop 
the team from coming back 
and proving that they are not 
a force to be reckoned with. 
The Thunderbirds finished 
the season with an impres-
sive 13-4-1 record, going 9-3 
within their conference.  Se-
nior Tyler Kirschner led the 

team in goals scored with an 
outstanding 19 goals. Junior 
goalie Will Slattery, earned 
himself the nickname “Brick 
Wall” with his 101 saves this 
year. At the end of the regular 
season, the Thunderbirds were 
the number 11 seed. In the first 
round, East beat Commack 
2-1. The next game against 
Ward Melville was extremely 
exciting. The game went into 
three overtimes with no team 
being able to pull away. It was 
decided in a penalty shoot-

out where freshman Casey 
Barone scored the game win-
ner. This win led to the big 
semi-finals game of West vs. 
East. The crowd was packed 
at this game with tons of 
cheering from each side. The 
Thunderbirds played terrific 
and won 3-0, with Kirschner 
scoring two goals and senior 
Sam Wasser scoring the other. 
The finals lay ahead against 
the number one ranked and 
defending county champs, 
B r e n t -

wood. The game was played 
at Dowling College and an-
other great crowd was present. 
Brentwood scored early, but 
Kirschner retaliated 
later on in the 
half with a goal 
of his own. The 
game stayed tied a t 
1-1 for the rest of regula-
tion. The game went into 
overtime, and after almost 
two minutes of play, Brent-
wood scored. The whole 
team played extremely well 

The girls’ soccer team put 
on a pretty impressive 
performance this season. 
They ended the season with 
a 4-6-4 record. Christina 
Bellero and Dannie Marx 
both had excellent seasons 
with 10 points each. Bellero 
ended the season with seven 
goals and three assists, while 
Marx had six goals and three 
assists. Jackie Natalone also 
had a great year at goalie with 
a whopping 118 saves.  The 

girls had some great wins this 
year, beating Bay Shore twice 
and defeating Connetquot 
and Whitman. I asked junior 
Jessica Schwartz what she 
thought of this season and 
she replied, “We played 
really well together as a team. 
We connected on the field 
and formed a really strong 
bond.” Unfortunately, the 
Thunderbirds did not make 
the playoffs this year, but that 
won’t stop them from coming 
back even stronger next year!

Girls Varsity 
Soccer

Carly Fasciglione
Staff Writer

The girls varsity tennis 
team has brought home 
another big win this 
season leading East to be 
named Suffolk County 
Champions. The girl 
withheld an undefeated 
season with notable 
feats over long-term 
rivals, Hills West and 
Commack. With a final 
tally of 10 division wins 
and 17 overall wins to 0 
losses, it is safe to say all 
the hard work paid off. 
The 2012 fall season was 
the longest tennis season 
ever seen by Suffolk 
County due to Hurricane 
Sandy. The courts grew 
icy and cold winds were 
present during the playoff 
games. After a two week 

long interruption from 
the storm, the girls got 
back on the courts to 
finish what they had 
started. Captain Amanda 
Luper states, “It was 
hard missing so mnay 
practices and having a 
much longer season due 
to Hurricane Sandy but 
we were able to come 

back strong.” East then 
went on to beat Sayville, 
Mercy and then Hills 
West in the Suffolk 
County Championship 
game for the second 
year in a row. 

Hills East Suffolk County Champions

and gave this very good team 
a hard time.  The boys’ soccer 
team had an unbelievable sea-

son this year, and we 
can’t wait 

u n t i l 
n e x t 

f a l l 
w h e n 

another season 
starts up again!


